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Caltrans Transportation Planning 
Grants

 Community Based Transportation 
Planning Grants 

 Environmental Justice Grants 
 Regional Planning Grants
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Community Based Transportation Planning Grants

 The objective is to plan for a closer connection between 
transportation and land use.  

 The intent is to include innovative public and stakeholder 
participation in the planning and decision-making process. Each 
project should be a smart growth livable community approach to 
collaborative planning. 
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Community Based Transportation 
Planning Sample Projects 

 Enhanced Public Outreach for the Countywide Bicycle Master 
plan Feasibility Study to Enhance Bus Transit Center 
Development

 Downtown Inglewood Los Angeles County Bike Station Clean 
Transit Implementation Plan
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Environmental Justice Grants 
 The objective is to promote policies and strategies to enhance 

the participation of low income,  minority, and underrepresented
communities in transportation decision making. 

Sample projects: 
 Crenshaw Corridor Transit Linkages
 Tribal Transportation Demand Management Outreach Project -

Phase I
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Regional Planning Grants

 FHWA Partnership Planning Grants
 Objective – encourage or strengthen multiagency 

partnerships.
 Projects must be jointly performed with Caltrans
 Must have a statewide or regional benefit
 Examples: corridor studies, corridor preservation studies, 

projects that evaluation transportation issues in regard to 
borders, seaports, airports, freight, and so forth. 
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FTA 5304 Transit Planning Grants 

 Statewide or Urban Transit Planning Studies 
 Objective: to address transit planning issues of statewide 

or regional significance.  
 Intended to improve transit services 
 Facilitate congestion relief by offering an alternative to 

the single occupant vehicle. 
 Project examples: identification of policies and 

procedures to integrate transit into the transportation 
system planning process

(continued)
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FTA 5304 Transit Planning
example projects (continued)

 Statewide transit planning surveys and research
 Identification of policies, strategies, and programs to preserve

transit facilities and optimize transit infrastructure
 Development of transit planning and travel forecasting tools and

models
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Rural or Small Urban Transit Planning 
Studies 
 The objective is to help transit providers with technical planning 

for the operation and maintenance of the transit system.  
 The intent is to support transit and/or intermodal planning 

studies that show benefit to rural or small urban service areas 
with a population of 100,000 or less. 

 Examples: short range transit development plans, transit 
marketing plans, site selection studies, transit service 
implementation plans, ridership surveys, or social service 
improvement studies. 
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Transit Planning Student Internships

 The objective is to provide student internships in transit planning at 
public transportation agencies. 

 The intent is to foster the education of university and community 
college students with an interest in the field of transit planning. 

 The internships are for students only.
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Improving your Grant Application 

 The Grant Specific Program objective should be clearly 
achieved

 Provide complete answers to every prompt
 Consistency between the grant application, the scope of work 

and the timeframe.
 Letters of support from project partners.
 State and federal goals are addressed throughout the 

application.
(continued) 
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Improving your Grant Application 
(continued) 
 A definitive plan for implementation of the study results.
 Details! Details! Details!  The more details that can be provided 

the more competitive an application will be. 
 Cut out the fluff.  There are word limits for each response.  Keep 

it brief and to the point. 
 Inquire with your contacts within your local Caltrans office. 
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Specific tips

 Seek out the advice of others with successful grant experience. 
 A review of the overall proposal as well as the Statement of 

Work and project schedule by a person not involved with the 
current proposal will provide fresh insights.
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Innovative Practices 
 Caltrans is looking for projects that attempt to solve 

transportation issues with new approaches.
 Examples: these may involve unique Intelligent Transportation 

Systems, unprecedented partnerships involving the public and 
private sector

 Integrating renewable resources to reduce emissions (Energy, 
Efficiency, Conservation, and Climate Change).
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Questions?
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Conclusion

 Thank you
Melissa H. Joshi
Branch Chief, Regional Planning
(213) 897-1347

Melanie Bradford
Associate Transportation Planner, 
Regional Planning

` (213) 897- 9446


