
All Paths Lead to Implementation 

SCAG Toolbox Tuesday Presentation: January 22, 2013 



Who Is Alta Planning + Design 

• Nation’s leading team of bicycle, pedestrian, trail and 
greenway, planning and design professionals 

• Over 5,000 miles of built bikeways, greenways and trails 
• Cutting edge international, national and local research 
• Experts in innovative solutions 
• 60+ planners, designers, engineers 
• Five California offices, including Los Angeles 
 

 

*Planners*   *GIS Specialists*    *Designers*   *Educators* 



Primary Author of the 
NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 



Design Challenge: 
Herding Cats at the 

Santa Monica Beach Path 



World Class City and Waterfront 
• Varied User Behaviors 

 

• Conflicts at Crossings 
• Constrained Segments 
• Confused Users 
 

 
 

 

– Wheeled Users 
• Cycling groups 
• Recreational Cyclists 
• Tourists on rented bikes 
• Segways 
• Rollerbladers 
• Skateboarders 

 – Pedestrians 
• Joggers 
• Walkers 
• Dog walkers 
• Beach goers 
• International Tourists 

 
 

 



Project  Goals & Approach 
• Improve Safety by minimizing user conflicts. 
• Provide Guidance with ground markings and signs 
• Ensure MUTCD Compliant markings and signs on 

LA County owned facility 
• Keep it Simple – Positive Messages & Symbols 
 
 



High Volume 
Pedestrian 
Crossing 



Preliminary Crossing Concept 1 
 



Preliminary Crossing Concept 2 



Design Solutions 

•Standardize Crossings 
•Color Code Paths 
•Wayfinding Signs 



3 Miles of Design Plans 



Pavement Marking Material Selection 
Material Bond to Concrete Durability Cost Slippery? 

Water-Based Paint High Low 
 

Low No 

Thermoplastic 
(Centerline) 

Medium High Medium Specify rough beads 

Preformed Markings 
(Pre-Mark –Flint) 

High High High Specify rough beads 
 

Acrylic Pavement 
Coating (Acrylotex)  

High Medium High No 



Ongoing Construction Administration 



Planning Challenge: 
Let Someone Else Pay for It 

Temple City Bikeways 



Planning = Grant Eligibility 
• Rosemead Boulevard 

– City Plans to Beautify Former 
Caltrans Designated Roadway 

– Proposed Class II (On-Street) 
Bike Lane 

• BTA Grant 
– Bicycle Master Plan Adopted 

March 2011 
– City Wins $443,000!! Caltrans Grant 

to Implement Bicycle Infrastructure  
on Rosemead Boulevard 



Rosemead Blvd: Before 

Source: Google 



Rosemead Blvd: After (Concept) 

Source: Gruen Associates 



Rosemead Blvd: After 

Source: Gruen Associates 



Rosemead Blvd: After 

Source: Gruen Associates 



Community Challenge: 
Walk Your Way to Health! 

Healthy El Monte  



Low-Cost Walking Promotion 
• Encouragement 

– Established Walking Club 
– Free Giveways (Shirt, Pedometer, etc) 

• Engineering Improvements 
– Wayfinding Signs for 3 Routes 
– Lengths: 0.3 Miles,  

0.7 Miles, 1.1 Miles 
– Engineering Improvements for 

Pedestrian Curb Ramps 

• LA County PLACE Grant 
– Funding provided by LA County 

Department of Public Health 



Arceo Walk: Custom Wayfinding 
Signs 



Arceo Walk: Starting Point Kiosk 



Lambert Walk: Starting Point Kiosk 



Mt. View Walk: Starting Point Kiosk 



Thank You! 

Contact Info 
Alta Planning + Design 
Paul Martin, PE, TE, Senior Associate 
paulmartin@altaplanning.com 
213.377.5433 
448 S. Hill Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013 
www.altaplanning.com 
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