The difference is on the inside.
Constructing a building using Long Beach’s current parking requirements significantly
increases the cost of each housing unit. Requiring lots of parking means that most of a
site 1s taken up by parking lot, limiting the area that can be taken up by a building, With a
small reduction in parking requirements a building can occupy more of a site, increasing
the number of housing units and decreasing the construction cost of each unit. The result

is more efficient use of land and more atfordable housing units.

“As parking lots proliferate, they decrease density and

increase sprawl. In 1961, when the city of Oakland,

California, started requiring apartments to have one

parking space per apartment, housing costs per apartment

il |1 | : B increased by 18 percent, and urban density declined by

‘L'_ }__' NSy B S 30 percent. It's a pattern that's spread across the country.”
We Paved Paradise, Salon Magazine, 2007
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