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Project Title: Vision Downtown 
Location: Los Angeles, Los Angeles County 
Timeframe: 2012 – 2013   
Project Partners: Downtown Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council 
 
Project Services 

 Public outreach 
 Land use strategies 
 Visualizations 

 

Vision Downtown seeks to harness community assets by bringing Downtown stakeholders 
together to identify community issues and opportunities, develop a comprehensive vision for 
a sustainable future, and identify key interventions and strategies to realize that future. 
 
Goals 

 Implement two-pronged outreach approach 
 Identify short- and long-term community greening goals to reduce environmental 

impacts 
 Assemble a comprehensive set of aspirations that embody the vision of this 

generation of the Downtown community 
 
Vision Downtown addresses issues of mobility, livability, prosperity, and sustainability in the 
community by engaging local residents, business owners, and local government officials 
about their unique issues and needs. Through a series of interactive activities and an 
ongoing exhibit, participants identified key issues within their community that degrade the 
environment, goals for a more sustainable future, and developed a consensus on an overall 
vision for a greener Downtown. The strategic, comprehensive long-term vision includes a 
list of key recommendations to enhance sustainability, including greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction, storm water management, climate change mitigation, and public health 
improvements. 
 
Results 

 3,198 acre study site 
 Received direct input from key stakeholders embedded in Downtown from 

operational, regulatory, and political standpoints 
 Solicited input through an online community portal—survey was distributed to 1,276 

people and generated 154 responses 
 Developed Guiding Principles to address key areas: 

o Land Use 



o Mobility 
o Public Realm 
o Opportunity Corridors 

 Opportunity to align with once-in-generation, transformational opportunities: Los 
Angeles River, freeway cap parks, High Speed Rail, Olympics 2024, and the 
cleantech corridor 

 Next steps: Implementation Working Group and Projects Working Group 
 


