


Changes to Housing Element Law 

 Adopt on time! 4-year vs. 8-year cycle 
 

 Analyze housing needs of developmentally 
disabled persons 
 

 Count converted affordable multi-unit 
homeownership units or foreclosures 
toward RHNA, in addition to rentals 
 

 Unincorporated disadvantaged 
communities 

SB 375 
 
SB 812 
 
 
 
 

AB 1867 
 
 
 
SB 244 



Housing Element Content 

Housing 
Plan 

Needs 
Assessment 

Constraints 
to Housing 

Resources 
and Sites 
Inventory 

Progress 
Report 



Needs Assessment Data Sources 

 http://factfinder2.census.gov/ 
 Census 2010 
 American Community Survey 
○ 1-Year Estimates 
○ 3-Year Estimates 
○ 5-Year Estimates 

 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/




Needs Assessment Data Sources 

 SCAG Integrated Growth Forecast 
 http://www.scag.ca.gov/forecast/index.htm 
 Population, employment 

 Dataquick News  
 http://www.dqnews.com/  
 Home sales prices and inventory 

 Newspaper/internet  
 rental rates 

 
 

http://www.scag.ca.gov/forecast/index.htm
http://www.dqnews.com/


Constraints to Housing Development 

 Land use controls 
 Fees and exactions 
 Processing and permit procedures 
 Codes and enforcement and on/off-site 

improvement standards 
 Housing for persons with disabilities 
 Non-governmental constraints 

 Land costs, construction costs, financing 
 Environmental/infrastructure constraints 

 



Sites Inventory and Resources 

 Sites Inventory 
1. Does AB 1233 apply? 
2. Assess sites from previous element 

○ Keep/Remove from inventory 
3. Do you still have enough sites? 
4. Develop available land inventory discussion 
○ Document the viability of the sites:  
 Photos 
 Potential for lot consolidation (ownership patterns, grouping) 
 Development interest 
 Land value to improvements ratio 

 



Sites Inventory and Resources 

 Resources 
1. Financial resources 
2. Administrative resources 
3. Energy conservation opportunities 



Progress Report 

 Did you do what you promised to do? 
 Rezoning properties 
 Revisions to Zoning Codes/Specific Plans 
 Facilitate development examples 

 Summarize accomplished housing starts 
 Building Permits Reports 
 Orange County: Cal State Fullerton Center for 

Demographic Research HIS data and maps 



Housing Plan 

Maintaining the 
Housing We 

Have 

Building the 
Housing We 

Need 

Removing 
Barriers to 
Housing 

Development 

Providing 
Sufficient and 
Appropriate 

Sites 

Providing Equal 
Access to 
Housing 



Process 

 Draft Housing Element 
 Community Meeting/study session 
 Submit Draft to HCD 

 60 days for draft, 90 days for adopted 
 Complete CEQA 
 Hearings 



Regional Efforts 

 SCAG Toolbox 
 21 Elements: San Mateo County 

 Centralized location for data 
 Summarized constraints countywide 
○ Fees 
○ Parking standards  
○ Processing time 

 Policies and programs database (sample 
language) 
 
 



Additional Tools 

 GC §655483 
 HCD Building Blocks: 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/housing_element/ 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/housing_element/
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