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Using the Census Bureau’s On-the-Map Program for Local 
Planning Analysis

• What are the strengths and weaknesses of our local 
economy?

• What should our communities do for economic 
development?

• What are a project’s housing and employment implications 
under CEQA?

• How do the jobs in our community relate to our residents?
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• Introductions

• Data Discussion

• Hands-on Tutorial

• Analyzing Data

• Q&A

Colin Drukker

• Senior Planner, 

The Planning Center|DC&E
cdrukker@planningcenter.com

Steve Gunnells

• Senior Economist, 

The Planning Center|DC&E
sgunnells@planningcenter.com
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• HOW DO WE USE 
EMPLOYMENT DATA IN 
PLANNING?

+ CEQA example

+ Economic development 
example

+ General plan example

Projects within 
these TAZs

Note that this graphic is shown for hypothetical and instructional purposes only. 
No actual projects or analysis are shown.
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SCAG TAZ 
Structure

Note that this graphic is shown for hypothetical and instructional purposes only. 
No actual projects or analysis are shown.

General Plan 
Land Use

Note that this graphic is shown for hypothetical and instructional purposes only. 
No actual projects or analysis are shown.
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Proposed project 
within TAZ 21

Note that this graphic is shown for hypothetical and instructional purposes only. 
No actual projects or analysis are shown.

Population and 
Housing Analysis

Note that this graphic is shown for hypothetical and instructional purposes only. 
No actual projects or analysis are shown.

1. Proposed Project: Identify 
employment buildout

2. SCAG RTP: Identify projected 
employment by TAZ

3. LED: Identify existing 
employment by TAZ

4. Determine consistency with 
SCAG RTP Forecast
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Retail Commercial Office Industrial Total

20-year employment increase 245 914 2,736 1,895

Market demand potential
(bldg. sq. ft.)

61,169 228,466 547,167 473,644 1,310,445

FAR 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25

Acreage 5.6 21.0 50.2 43.5 120.3 

• Workplace versus homeplace data

• Data sources

• What is LED and what is On-the-Map?
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• WORKPLACE DATA

+ Represents jobs located in the study area, regardless of 
where the workers live

+ Usually reported by industry or economic sector [North 
American Industrial Classification System], such as:

- Manufacturing

- Accommodation and food services

+ Based on the primary business activity at that particular 
location

+ Labor shed analysis

• HOMEPLACE DATA

+ Represents residents of the study area, regardless of 
where they work

+ Usually reported by occupation, such as:

- Financial managers

- Food processing workers

+ No one-to-one correlation between economic sector 
and occupation

+ Commute shed analysis
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• ROSSMOOR, ORANGE COUNTY

+ 956 jobs in Rossmoor
(US Census, LED)

+ 4,747 residents live in Rossmoor, employed, ≥16 
(US Census, American FactFinder, P49/50)

HOMEPLACE

4,747 residents of 
Rossmoor who 
are employed
(US Census, P49/50)
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WORKPLACE

956 jobs 
in Rossmoor
(US Census, LED)

• CENSUS BUREAU

+ Primarily homeplace data

+ American Community Survey

- 1-year estimates for 65,000+ population

- 3-year estimates for 20,000+ population

- 5-year estimates by block group

+ People: Age and sex, aging, disability, education, 
employment, income, language, origins, population, 
poverty, race and ethnicity, relationships, veterans

+ Housing: Physical characteristics, financial characteristics
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• QUARTERLY CENSUS OF EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 
(QCEW)

+ Workplace data

+ Based on employers’ quarterly  unemployment 
compensation filings

+ Varies by state; about 98% job coverage

+ US Bureau of Labor Statistics; CA Employment 
Development Department

+ Includes:

- Total number of jobs (full- and part-time) by NAICS

- Average monthly wage for quarter

+ Available at national, state, MSA and county level
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• CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY (CPS)

+ Homeplace data

+ Monthly interview with 60,000 households, about 
110,000 people

+ Conducted by Census Bureau for the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics

+ Includes:

- Labor data – employed, unemployed, and not in 
labor force

- Supplemental data – income/earnings, 
demographics, work experience, special non-
economic information

+ Available down to cities with population of 25,000+
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Unemployment Rate by Education

Less than a High School Diploma High School Graduate, no College

Some College or Associate's Degree Bachelor's Degree and Higher
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• LONGITUDINAL HOUSEHOLD-EMPLOYER DYNAMICS 
(LEHD)

+ A voluntary partnership between 48 states and the 
Census Bureau

+ States supply quarterly worker and business wage 
records

+ Census Bureau merges the state records with existing 
business and household data to produce new 
information about your local economy

+ The Census Bureau ensures confidentiality of the data

• LOCAL EMPLOYMENT DYNAMICS (LED)

+ Makes the data from LEHD available to the public 
through several products:

- OnTheMap 

- Industry Focus

- Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) Online

- Community Economic Development HotReport

+ http://lehd.did.census.gov/led/index.php
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• ON-THE-MAP

+ An internet-based program to access, manipulate, 
obtain, and map data from LED

+ Block level is the smallest unit of underlying data
+ Data can be obtained for:

- States, counties, county subdivisions, places
- Metropolitan/micropolitan areas, census tracts, block 

groups
- Congressional districts, state legislative districts
- Zip codes, traffic analysis zones, school districts
- Workforce investment areas, military bases, tribal 

lands, tribal subdivisions
- User-defined areas

• Obtain data for your jurisdiction

• Obtain data for a comparison regional economy
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Work Place Data Home Place Data

Economic Structure Work Area Profile Home Area Profile

Commuting Patterns Home Destination Report Work Destination Report

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

21 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction 54 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services

22 Utilities 55 Management of Companies and Enterprises

23 Construction 56 Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management and Remediation Services

31-33 Manufacturing 61 Educational Services

42 Wholesale Trade 62 Health Care and Social Assistance

44-45 Retail Trade 71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation

48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 72 Accommodation and Food Services

51 Information 81 Other Services (except Public Administration)

52 Finance and Insurance 92 Public Administration



7/31/2012

17

• Click on the link below to go to the site

• http://onthemap.ces.census.gov/
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• OBTAIN FOUR REPORTS FOR REGIONAL COMPARISON

+ Work Area Profile

+ Home Destination Report

+ Home Area Profile

+ Work Destination Report

• Economic Structure

• Net Worker Migration
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• Open

+ Economic Analysis – Master Workbook


