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California SRTS 
Technical Assistance Resource Center (TARC)

o Support SRTS awardees,   
general SRTS TA

o Provide no-cost SRTS trainings 
to low income communities

o Work with Caltrans on                 
SRTS/SR2S implementation 

o Housed at CDPH, Caltrans NI
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Start‐up Challenges Between 
Caltrans and Public Health 

o Understanding each other’s goals

o Understanding each other’s “culture” 
and “language”

o Establishing trust and accountability

Dawn Foster, SRTS/SR2S Coordinator, Caltrans, Presentation to NI Awardees, 4‐30‐12 
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Goals in Common

o Caltrans – safety and mobility, 
stewardship and service

o CDPH – promote health and      
well-being

o Both – Improve the lives of children 
& families

Dawn Foster, SRTS/SR2S Coordinator, Caltrans, Presentation to NI Awardees, 4‐30‐12 
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Terminology Quiz

1. What is Capacity? 

Caltrans: max amount of traffic capable 
of being handled by a given highway 
section 

Public Health: The resources, skills, and 
abilities to perform essential public 
health functions 

Dawn Foster, SRTS/SR2S Coordinator, Caltrans, Presentation to NI Awardees, 4‐30‐12 
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Terminology Quiz
2. What is Level of Service? 

Caltrans: measure to determine the effectiveness of 
elements of transport infrastructure/traffic flow conditions 

Public Health: Number of clients served by a program

3. What is a Barrier?

Caltrans: an element to separate traffic

Public Health: challenge that makes it                       
difficult to improve health (e.g., income,               
language, access to care)

Dawn Foster, SRTS/SR2S Coordinator, Caltrans, Presentation to NI Awardees, 4‐30‐12 
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Why is Public Health Involved in SRTS?

o Public Health Crisis: 
Childhood Obesity

o Children today may have 
a shorter life expectancy 
than their parents 

o Sedentary lifestyles and 
poor eating habits are 
major contributors obesity 
and other diseases
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Most kids aren’t getting the 
physical activity they need
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Walking and biking to school are ideal 
ways to increase daily physical activity 

SRTS is part of the solution! 
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Safe Routes to School also helps…

o Develop important and lifelong safety skills 

o Improve academic achievement

o Improve traffic/air quality around schools

o Build a sense of community

o Identify infrastructure improvements to 
increase walkability
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Caltrans Funding Opportunities*
o SR2S (State)

• Cities or counties
• Cycle 10 (awardees announced soon!)

o SRTS (Federal)
• State, local, and regional agencies. 
• Others must partner with a city, county, 

MPO, or RTPA to serve as the responsible 
agency

*SRTS can be funded as a part of other Caltrans 
programs, such as HSIP, Environmental Justice grants.
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o Cycle 3 and Cycle 10 application 
and scoring rubrics very similar

o Future applications will look much 
the same 

Caltrans SRTS/SR2S Applications
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SR2S Cycle 10 Application – Brief Overview

1. Public participation and planning process that contributed to the 
development and selection of this proposed project – 20pts 

• AB 516

2. Identification of current and proposed walking and bicycling 
routes to school – 5 pts 

• Full points awarded if applicant has a school travel plan, SRTS 
plan, or school safety plan to support the need for this proposed 
project and provides a copy

3. Existing Safety Hazards and Demonstrated Needs of the Applicant 
– 30 pts 
• More points awarded for demonstrated death or severe injury 

(see TIMS SRTS maps available at 
http://tims.berkeley.edu/resources/srts/main.php)

FOLLOW THE APPLICATION SCORING RUBRICS
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4. Potential of the Proposal for Reducing Child Injuries and Fatalities 
– 30 pts 
• For each of the safety risks/hazards, clearly state how the 

proposed infrastructure (and potentially the non-
infrastructure) strategies are the most appropriate and cost 
effective out of a range of alternatives. 

5. Potential of the Proposal for Encouraging Increased Walking and 
Bicycling Among – 10 pts 
• More points awarded for including NI (the other Es) strategies

6. Benefit to one or more low-income schools – 5 pts 
• More points awarded if most or all schools are 75%               

or higher FRPM
• AB 516

FOLLOW THE APPLICATION SCORING RUBRICS

SR2S Cycle 10 Application – Brief Overview…cont’d
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Application and Scoring Rubrics 



Safe Routes to School Technical Assistance Resource Centerwww.CAsaferoutestoschool.org
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Is it 
near 
the 

school?
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Up to 10% of construction costs can be 
used for NI activities (i.e., education, 
encouragement, enforcement, and 
evaluation)
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o Education

o Encouragement

o Enforcement

o Evaluation

5th E = ENGINEERING

Non‐Infrastructure (the other Es) 
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o Teaches safety skills

o Creates safety 
awareness

o Fosters life-long safety 
habits

o Includes parents, 
neighbors and other 
drivers

Education
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Examples of Education Strategies
o Bicycle rodeo for students

o Pedestrian safety assembly

o Safe driving flyers sent 
home to parents

o Safety messages or SRTS 
campaign posters placed 
on streets around the 
school
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o Increases 
popularity of 
walking and biking

o Is an easy way to 
start SRTS 
programs

o Emphasizes fun of 
walking and biking

Encouragement
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Examples of Encouragement Strategies

o Frequent Walker/Cyclist program
o Themed Walking/Biking Days
o Golden Shoe Award
o Walking school buses
o Bicycle trains
o Park and walk sites
o International                                

Walk to School Day
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Enforcement
o Increases awareness 

of pedestrians and 
bicyclists

o Improves driver 
behavior

o Helps children follow 
traffic rules

o Decreases parent 
perceptions               
of danger
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Example of Enforcement Strategies
o Crossing guards

o School safety patrol

o “Tickets”

o Law enforcement 
presence

o Speed trailers
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Evaluation

Is the program making a difference?
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL APPLICATION
NON-INFRASTRUCTURE ACTIVITY WORKSHEET
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o TIMS SRTS maps
o CA Department of Education Ed-Data
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Engineering

o Creates safer 
settings for 
walking and 
biking

o Can influence 
the way 
people 
behave

IF YOU BUILD IT, WILL THEY COME???
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I + NI = SUCCESS

o Combining Engineering/Infrastructure 
(I) with Non-Infrastructure (NI) 
makes for: 

o Stronger applications
o Better project/program results
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Keys to Successful SRTS Programs 
(from TARC Case Studies & Vignettes)

o Have complementary I 
and NI projects/awards

o Utilize a SRTS 
Coordinator/Champion 
(paid/unpaid) 

o Broadly engage the 
community, city, 
schools, and nonprofit 
partners
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California SRTS Website!
www.CAsaferoutestoschool.org
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When walking and bicycling are made safer 
for children, walking and bicycling            

are made safer for everyone!
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Kristin Haukom, MPH
Kristin.Haukom@cdph.ca.gov

916-208-1885

www.CAsaferoutestoschool.org

Contact Information


