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Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend
In-Person & Remotely
Thursday, July 6, 2023
9:30a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

To Attend In-Person:

SCAG Main Office — Policy A Meeting Room
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700
Los Angeles, CA 90017

To Watch or View Only:
https://scag.ca.gov/scag-tv-livestream

To Attend and Participate on Your Computer:
https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062

To Attend and Participate by Phone:
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 317 727 062

PUBLIC ADVISORY

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any
of the agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via email at
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes are also available at:
WWW.scag.ca.gov/committees.

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate
persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to participate in this
meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the
English language access the agency’s essential public information and services. You can
request such assistance by calling (213) 630-1420. We request at least 72 hours (three
days) notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will make every effort to
arrange for assistance as soon as possible.
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Instructions for Attending the Meeting

To Attend In-Peron and Provide Verbal Comments: Go to the SCAG Main Office located
at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017 or any of the remote locations
noticed in the agenda. The meeting will take place in the Policy A Meeting Room on the
17 floor starting at 9:30 a.m.

To Attend by Computer: Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062. |If
Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” on the
launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser. If Zoom has previously
been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for the application to
launch automatically. Select “Join Audio via Computer.” The virtual conference room will
open. If you receive a message reading, “Please wait for the host to start this meeting,”
simply remain in the room until the meeting begins.

To Attend by Phone: Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room. Given high call
volumes recently experienced by Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect
successfully. Enter the Meeting ID: 317 727 062, followed by #. Indicate that you are a
participant by pressing # to continue. You will hear audio of the meeting in progress.
Remain on the line if the meeting has not yet started.

Instructions for Participating and Public Comments

Members of the public can participate in the meeting via written or verbal comments.

1. In_Writing: Written comments can be emailed to: ePublicComment@scag.ca.gov.
Written comments received by 5pm on Wednesday, July 5, 2023, will be transmitted
to members of the legislative body and posted on SCAG’s website prior to the
meeting. You are not required to submit public comments in writing or in advance of
the meeting; this option is offered as a convenience should you desire not to provide
comments in real time as described below. Written comments received after 5pm on
Wednesday, July 5, 2023, will be announced and included as part of the official record
of the meeting. Any writings or documents provided to a majority of this committee
regarding any item on this agenda (other than writings legally exempt from public
disclosure) are available at the Office of the Clerk, at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700,
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Los Angeles, CA 90017 or by phone at (213) 630-1420, or email to
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov.

2. Remotely: |If participating in real time via Zoom or phone, please wait for the
presiding officer to call the item for which you wish to speak and use the “raise hand”
function on your computer or *9 by phone and wait for SCAG staff to announce your
name/phone number.

3. In-Person: If participating in-person, you are invited but not required, to fill out and
present a Public Comment Card to the Clerk of the Board or other SCAG staff prior to
speaking. It is helpful to indicate whether you wish to speak during the Public
Comment Period (Matters Not on the Agenda) and/or on an item listed on the agenda.

General Information for Public Comments

Verbal comments can be presented in real time during the meeting. Members of the
public are allowed a total of 3 minutes for verbal comments. The presiding officer retains
discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient and orderly conduct of the
meeting, including equally reducing the time of all comments.

For purpose of providing public comment for items listed on the Consent Calendar, please
indicate that you wish to speak when the Consent Calendar is called. Items listed on the
Consent Calendar will be acted on with one motion and there will be no separate
discussion of these items unless a member of the legislative body so requests, in which
event, the item will be considered separately.

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and California
Government Code Section 54957.9, if a SCAG meeting is “willfully interrupted” and the
“orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the presiding officer or the Chair
of the legislative body may order the removal of the individuals who are disrupting the
meeting.
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Apple Valley, CA 92307
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City of Glendale - City Hall
613 E Broadway, Suite 200
Glendale, CA 91206

Ned E. Davis
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31200 Oak Crest Drive, Westlake
Village, CA 91361
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Yucca Valley Town Hall
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Yucca Valley, CA 92284
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Britt Huff
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Dan Kalmick

City of Huntington Beach - City Hall
2000 Main Street, 4th Floor
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Cynthia Moran
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Second Floor - City Council Office
Chino Hills, CA 91709
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City of Burbank - City Hall

275 East Olive Avenue

Council Conference Room, 2nd
Floor

Burbank, CA 91502

Connor Traut

Traut Firm

5 Hutton Centre Drive, Suite 700
Santa Ana, CA 92707
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EEC - Energy and Environment Committee
Members - July 2023

1. Hon. Deborah Robertson
EEC Chair, Rialto, RC District 8

2. Sup. Luis Plancarte
EEC Vice Chair, Imperial County

3. Hon. Damon Alexander
San Bernardino, SBCTA

4. Hon. Ana Beltran
Westmorland, ICTC

5. Hon. Arthur Bishop
Apple Valley, SBCTA

6. Hon. Phil Brock
Santa Monica, WSCCOG

7. Hon. Daniel Brotman
Glendale, AVCJPA

8. Hon. Margaret Clark
Rosemead, RC District 32

9. Hon. Robert Copeland
Signal Hill, GCCOG

10. Hon. Paul Courtney
Barstow, SBCTA

11. Hon. Jenny Crosswhite
Santa Paula, RC District 47

12. Hon. Maria Davila
South Gate, GCCOG

13. Hon. Ned Davis
Westlake Village, LVMCOG

14. Hon. Rick Denison
Yucca Valley, SBCTA

15. Hon. Shari Horne
Laguna Woods, OCCOG

OUR MISSION OUR VISION
To foster innovative regional solutions that improve Southern California’s Catalyst for a Brighter Future
the lives of Southern Californians through inclusive

collaboration, visionary planning, regional advocacy, OUR CORE VALUES

information sharing, and promoting best practices. Be Open | Lead by Example | Make an Impact | Be Courageous



|
m ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA

16. Hon. Britt Huff
Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG

17. Hon. Dan Kalmick
Huntington Beach, OCCOG

18. Hon. Joe Kalmick
Seal Beach, RC District 20

19. Hon. Elaine Litster
Simi Valley, VCOG

20. Hon. Vianey Lopez
Ventura County

21. Hon. Lauren Meister
West Hollywood, RC District 41

22. Hon. Cynthia Moran
Chino Hills, SBCTA

23. Hon. Oscar Ortiz
Indio, RC District 66

24. Hon. Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios
Ventura, VCOG

25. Hon. Jennifer Stark
Claremont, SGVCOG

26. Hon. Tamala Takahashi
Burbank, SFVCOG

27. Hon. Connor Traut
Buena Park, OCCOG

28. Hon. Stephanie Virgen
Coachella, CVAG

29. Hon. Dale Welty
Canyon Lake, WRCOG

30. Hon. Edward Wilson
Signal Hill, GCCOG
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SCAG

Southern California Association of Governments

900 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1700 - Policy A Meeting Room
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Thursday, July 6, 2023

9:30 AM

The Energy and Environment Committee may consider and act upon any of the items on the agenda
regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action items.

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(The Honorable Deborah Robertson, Chair)

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (Matters Not on the Agenda)

This is the time for public comments on any matter of interest within SCAG’s jurisdiction that is not
listed on the agenda. For items listed on the agenda, public comments will be received when that
item is considered. Although the committee may briefly respond to statements or questions, under
state law, matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon at this time.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval ltems

1. Minutes of the Meeting —June 1, 2023 PPG. 7
Receive and File
2. Energy and Environment Committee Outlook and Future Agenda ltems PPG.14
3. REAP 2.0 Program Call for Applications Update PPG. 16
4. Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework PPG. 23
5. Connect SoCal 2024 Program Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse No.: PPG. 40
2022100337): Status Update on Additional Stakeholder Outreach and Preliminary Outline of Draft
Contents
INFORMATION ITEMS
6. Connect SoCal 2024: Climate Resilience 45 Mins. PPG. 47
(Ryan Wolfe, Manager of Sustainable & Resilient Development)
7. Climate Action Resolution Quarterly Update 15 mins. PPG. 49

(Ryan Wolfe, Manager of Sustainable & Resilient Development)
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8. Connect SoCal 2024: Outreach Update
(Leslie Cayton, Associate Regional Planner)

9. Draft Connect SoCal 2024 Performance Measures
(Mike Gainor, Senior Regional Planner)

CHAIR’S REPORT
(The Honorable Deborah Robertson, Chair)

STAFF REPORT
(Rachel Wagner, Government Affairs Officer, SCAG Staff)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

15 Mins.

10 Mins.

PPG. 69

PPG. 141
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AGENDA ITEM 1

Southern California Association of Governments

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2023

July 6, 2023

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE (EEC). A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE

AT: <http://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/>.

The Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) of the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) held its regular meeting both in person and virtually (telephonically and

electronically). A guorum was present.

Members Present

Sup.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Luis Plancarte (Vice Chair)

Damon L. Alexander, San Bernardino

Cindy Allen, Long Beach

Phil Brock, Santa Monica
Margaret Clark, Rosemead
Robert Copeland, Signal Hill
Paul Courtney, Barstow

Jenny Crosswhite, Santa Paula
Rick Denison, Yucca Valley
Shari Horne, Laguna Woods,
Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates
Dan Kalmick, Huntington Beach
Joe Kalmick, Seal Beach

Elaine Litster, Simi Valley
Vianey Lopez

Lauren Meister, West Hollywood
Cynthia Moran, Chino Hills
Oscar Ortiz, Indio

Jennifer Stark, Claremont
Tamala Takahashi, Burbank

Imperial County
SBCTA

District 30
WSCCOG
SGVCOG
GCCOG

SBCTA

District 47
SBCTA

0CCOoG
SBCCOG
0CCOoG

District 20
VCOG

Ventura County
District 41
SBCTA

CVAG

SGVCOG
SFVCOG

Packet Pg. 7
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Members Not Present

Hon. Ana Beltran, Westmoreland ICTC
Hon. Daniel Brotman, Glendale AVCJPA
Hon. Maria Davila, South Gate GCCOG
Hon. Ned Davis, Westlake Village LVMCOG
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto (Chair) District 8
Hon. Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios, Ventura VCOG
Hon. Connor Traut, Buena Park OCCOG
Hon. Dale Welty, Canyon Lake WRCOG
Hon. Edward H.J. Wilson, Signal Hill GCCOG

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Vice Chair Luis Plancarte called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. and Policy Committee member
Oscar Ortiz, Indio, RC District 66 led the Pledge of Allegiance. Staff confirmed a quorum was
present.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Vice Chair Luis Plancarte opened the public comment period and provided detailed instructions on
how to provide public comments. He noted that this was the time for members of the public to
offer comment for matters that are within SCAG’s jurisdiction but are not listed on the agenda.

He reminded the public to submit comments via email to EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov. He
noted that public comments received via email after 5pm on Wednesday, May 31, 2023, would be
announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.

SCAG staff noted no public comments had been received before the 5:00 p.m. deadline on May 31,
2023.

Patrick Zippel, with CLEAResult, addressed the committee and provided comments regarding an
energy program called Public Energy Performance which was being implemented in Southern
California Edison territory.

Seeing no additional public comment, Vice Chair Plancarte closed the public comment period for
matters not listed on the agenda.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no requests to prioritize agenda items.

Packet Pg. 8
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CONSENT CALENDAR
There were no public comments on the Consent Calendar.
Approval ltems

1. Minutes of the Meeting — April 6, 2023

2. CEQA Addendum No. 4 to Connect SoCal 2020 Programmatic Environmental Impact Report
(State Clearinghouse No. 2019011061)

3. Transportation Conformity Determination of Proposed Final Connect SoCal 2020 Amendment 3
and 2023 Federal Transportation Improvement Program Consistency Amendment #23-03

Receive and File

4. Energy and Environment Committee Outlook and Future Agenda ltems

5. Status Report on SCAG’s Racial Equity Early Action Plan

6. Connect SoCal 2024: Equity Analysis Update — Priority Equity Communities
7. Guiding Principles for Emerging Technology

8. Connect SoCal 2024: Local Data Exchange (LDX) Survey Results

9. SCAG Regional Travel Demand Model (ABM) Peer Review Meeting

10. Federal Performance Target Update

A MOTION was made (Denison) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was SECONDED (Clark)
and passed by the following votes:

AYES: Alexander, Brock, Clark, Courtney, Crosswhite, Denison, Horne, Huff, D. Kalmick, J.
Kalmick, Lopez, Meister, Moran, Ortiz, Plancarte, and Stark (16)

NOES: None (0)

ABSTAINS:  None (0)

Packet Pg. 9
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INFORMATION ITEMS

11. Clean Transportation Technology Program Update; PEV Study and Clean Transportation
Technology Compendium

There were no public comments on Item 11.

Alison Linder, Senior Planner, provided an update on SCAG’s Clean Transportation Technology
Program and stated she would be sharing her time with consultant Taylor Briglio, Clean Mobility
Manager at Wildan. She stated Mr. Briglio was the project manager of the team that did SCAG’s
Passenger Electric Vehicle Site Sustainability Study.

Policy Committee members sought clarification on some of the acronyms used in the
presentation/study. Additionally, members asked about the criteria that was used in the Suitability
Analysis, if rail was considered in their study and about the resources available to support the
deployment of the infrastructure. SCAG staff, Mr. Briglio and Sarah Jepson, Chief Planning Officer
addressed the various questions posed by the members.

The comprehensive report, video recording and PowerPoint presentation can be found on SCAG’s
website.

12. Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Development Framework Update

There were no public comments on Item 12.

Camille Guiriba, SCAG Senior Regional Planner, provided an update on the Policy Development
Framework. She shared the update included draft regional planning policies, which had been
refined over several planning cycles to promote multimodal transportation investments and local

development that aligns with the regional growth.

The comprehensive report, video recording and PowerPoint presentation can be found on SCAG’s
website.

13. Connect SoCal Regional Growth Vision & Local Data Exchange Evaluation
There were no public comments on Item 13.

Kevin Kane, PhD, SCAG Principal Regional Planner, provided an update on the Connect SoCal
Regional Growth Vision and Local Data Exchange. He shared the draft plan release was in October.

Packet Pg. 10
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The comprehensive report, video recording and PowerPoint presentation can be found on SCAG’s
website.

CHAIR’S REPORT

Vice Chair Plancarte welcomed the following new EEC members:
e ArtBishop, SBCTA
e Paul Courtney, SBCTA
e Stephanie Virgen, CVAG

Additionally, Vice Chair Plancarte provided an update on Connect SoCal Outreach, stating SCAG had
concluded the in-person and virtual workshops for Connect SoCal that were held throughout the
region in April and May 2023. He shared SCAG would present the highlights and findings from the
Connect SoCal outreach to the Regional Council in July and would also ask the
Executive/Administration Committee and Regional Council to approve an update to the Connect
SoCal Policy Development Framework based on feedback received at the May Policy Committee
meetings.

STAFF REPORT

Rachel Wagner, Government Affairs Officer, provided an update on the RHNA Reform Process and
Schedule. She informed the members that the California Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) was developing recommendations to reform the RHNA process, which would
be provided in a report to the California State Legislature by December 31. Additionally, she stated
that because this process involved stakeholder engagement, SCAG was seeking input from
jurisdictions, stakeholders and the public on its draft RHNA reform recommendations through a
brief public survey. In addition to the survey, she stated SCAG would hold a public listening session
on June 22, with a second date still to be announced. She explained stakeholders could also submit
comments at housing@scag.ca.gov which were due by June 30. Lastly, she stated SCAG would
present its draft recommendations for review and approval to the Community, Economic and
Human Development Committee at a special meeting in August and to the Regional Council for final
approval on September 7.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Policy Committee member Ortiz requested an update on talks with the Salton Sea Authority and
also an update on the negotiations with the Colorado River Water and how that will impact sections
of SCAGs region.

Packet Pg. 11
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REPORT

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Vice Chair Plancarte adjourned the Energy and Environment
Committee meeting at 11:33 a.m.

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE EEC]
/!
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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT
2022-23

Total Mtg:
April| May | Jun | Attended
To Date

MEMBERS Representing Nov | Dec | Jan

Alexander, Damon L.

San Bernardino, SBCTA

Allen, Cindy Long Beach, District 30
Beltran, Ana Westmoreland, ICTC
Brock, Phil Santa Monica, WSCCOG

Brotman, Daniel

Glendale, AVCJPA

Clark, Margaret

Rosemead, SGVCOG

Copeland, Robert

Signal Hill, GCCOG

Crosswhite, Jenny

Santa Paula, District 47

1 1 @

o

1 1 N

—

0 0 o

>

1 1 -

1] 0| 1 0 2

1] 1] 1 1 o

=

1 0 1 1 g

1 1 1 1 E

Davila, Maria South Gate, GCCOG 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 §

>

Davis, Ned Westlake Village, LVMCOG 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 %

Denison, Rick Yucca Valley, SCBTA 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 ;

N

Horne, Shari Laguna Woods, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 ﬁ

Huff, Britt Rolling Hills Estates, SCBCOG 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I

Kalmick, Dan Huntington Beach, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 8 E

Kalmick, Joe Seal Beach, District 20 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 9 2

(&]

Litster, Elaine Simi Valley, VCOG 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 S

©

Lopez, Vianey Ventura County 1 0 1 1 1 4 5

Meister, Lauren West Hollywood, RC District 41 1 1 1 2 g

Moran, Cynthia Chino Hills, SBCTA 0 0 1 6 m

Ortiz, Oscar Indio, CVAG 1 1 1 7 %

Plancarte, Luis Imperial County 0 1 1 9 _g

Q

Robertson, Deborah Rialto, RC District 8 0 1 0 7 g

Sanchez-Palacios, Jeanette Ventura, VCOG 1 0 1 <
Stark, Jennifer Claremont, SGVCOG 1 1 4
Traut, Connor Buena Park, OCCOG 1 0 8
Welty, Dale Canyon Lake, WRCOG 1 0 4

Wilson, Edward H.J. Signal Hill, GCCOG 1
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL
From: Sarah Jepson, Chief Planning Officer
213-236-1955, jepson@scag.ca.gov

Subject: Energy and Environment Committee Outlook and Future Agenda Items [i pv'cq

\J

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive and File

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The draft Policy Development Framework (“Policy Framework”) for Connect SoCal 2024 was
presented to the Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) on April 7, 2022. Following the
Regional Council adoption of the Framework on June 2, 2022, staff developed a 12-month
Committee Outlook for the EEC, to realize the goals and discussions committed to in the Policy
Framework and develop consensus around the policy priorities that will become final
recommendations in Connect SoCal 2024. For FY2023-24, the Committee Outlook for the EEC is
forthcoming, reflecting outcomes of the 2023 Executive Administration Committee (EAC) Retreat.
The Committee Outlook will be updated monthly as a receive and file item.

BACKGROUND:

Policy Development Framework for Connect SoCal 2024

The draft Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 was presented to the EEC on April 7, 2022 and
was adopted by the Regional Council at the June 2, 2022 meeting. The Policy Framework is
intended to facilitate the engagement of SCAG’s Policy Committees in the data, emerging issues and
policy recommendations that will be presented in Connect SoCal 2024. In furtherance of the
adopted Policy Framework, staff developed Committee Outlooks for each of the three Policy
committees (CEHD, TC and EEC) organized around three areas: Connect SoCal, Local Assistance
Program and Regional Updates.

Packet Pg. 14
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Energy and Environment Committee Outlook

Building on the Policy Framework and the commitment to creating more transparency and
engagement in the policy development process, staff is updating the agenda Outlook for the EEC for
FY2023-24. The Committee Outlook organizes content into three programmatic areas:

1. Connect SoCal: Items within this area center on efforts to implement Connect SoCal 2020,
updates on the plan development process for 2024, and discussion of key policy issues and
emerging trends for the 2024 Connect SoCal. Presentations will offer best practices,
lessons learned and emerging trends in key policy areas centered on environmental
policies. Throughout FY2023-24, staff will continue to seek direction from the Energy and
Environment Committee, focusing on current implementation efforts for Connect SoCal
2020 as well as status updates on the development of Connect SoCal 2024.

2. LlLocal Assistance Program: In this programmatic area, staff provided informational and
action items related to programs that provide assistance to regional and local partners. The
main programs reviewed by the EEC committee included: the Sustainable Communities
Program Call for Projects to support Civic Engagement, Equity and Environmental Justice
Projects and the development of a Regional Advance Mitigation Planning White Paper and
Policy Framework to align the future Greenprint tool with policy objectives. The committee
will continue to monitor these efforts and receive periodic updates on the overall status of
REAP 2 and funds available to local partners to support Connect SoCal implementation.

3. Regional Updates: This programmatic area focused on federal and state policies and
programs, and research and analysis of regional issues that can inform better planning and
decision-making around environmental issues. This included updates and review of the
regional implications of the California Air Resource Board’s Draft 2022 Scoping Plan, which
assesses progress toward the statutory 2030 target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
while laying out a path to achieving carbon neutrality no later than 2045.

The Committee Outlook is tracked to when the final 2024 Connect SoCal will be published. Staff will
ensure that the various policy and strategy recommendations in Connect SoCal 2024 will be
reviewed and discussed by SCAG’s policy committees through April 2024. The topics and panels
covered may change based on speaker availability, progress on the targeted programs, and other
requests from the Committee Chair and Vice Chair as well as members.

The updated 12-Month Committee Outlook, reflecting the outcomes of the 2023 EAC Retreat, is
forthcoming and will be included in future agendas.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work associated with this item is included in the FY 23-24 Overall Work Program (810.0120.20:
Planning Policy Development).

Packet Pg. 15
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) APPROVAL

Energy & Environment Committee (EEC)

Transportation Committee (TC) K.G\'\ML A(Gf\g—(

Regional Council (RC)

From: Hannah Brunelle, Senior Regional Planner
(213) 236-1907, brunelle@scag.ca.gov
Subject: REAP 2.0 Program Call for Applications Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EAC:
Information Only — No Action Required

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD, EEC, TC AND RC:
Receive and File

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians. 4: Provide innovative information and value-added
services to enhance member agencies’ planning and operations and promote regional collaboration.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Resolution No. 22-649-1 authorizes SCAG to receive and administer $246,024,084 in Regional
Early Action Planning Grant Program of 2021 (REAP 2.0) funds from the State of California. REAP
2.0 is managed by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR), the Strategic Growth Council (SGC), and the
California Air Resources Board (CARB). SCAG anticipates the final approval of the full grant award
by HCD this month. REAP 2.0 supports transformative planning and implementation activities and
accelerates infill development that facilitates housing supply, choice, and affordability, to reduce
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), support Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH), and advance
implementation of the region’s Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS).

SCAG’s REAP 2.0 program includes six Calls for Applications to provide local agencies and eligible
applicants across the SCAG region multiple opportunities to access funding in different program
areas and also supports regional programs to implement Connect SoCal. This report provides a
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progress update for SCAG’s REAP 2.0 program and a summary of the status of each Call for
Applications.

BACKGROUND:

The REAP 2.0 program was established as part of the 2021 California Comeback Plan under AB 140.
REAP 2.0 builds on the success of REAP 2019 (REAP 1.0) and expands the program focus by
integrating housing and climate goals, and allows for broader planning and implementation
investments, including infrastructure investments supporting infill development to facilitate
housing supply, choice, and affordability.

SCAG’s REAP 2.0 program combines coordinated and transformative actions aligning transportation
and housing development by investing in innovative finance, land use, and transportation strategies
to help achieve California’s housing and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. SCAG’s program
includes three major program areas: The Early Program Initiatives (EPIs), Programs to Accelerate
Transformative Housing (PATH), and the Transportation Partnership Programs (TPP). The three
major program areas in SCAG’s REAP 2.0 program work together to meet the REAP 2.0 objectives
and support implementation of SCAG’s adopted Connect SoCal.

Over the last 18 months, SCAG staff, under the direction of the policy committees, the EAC, and the
RC, has worked to develop a comprehensive REAP 2.0 program. Major milestones in the program
development process include the following:

e February 3, 2022, the Regional Council (RC) authorized staff to apply for the REAP 2.0
advance funding to support outreach and program development, including hiring required
limited-term staff.

e July 7, 2022, the RC adopted the REAP 2.0 Program Framework including guiding principles
and the identification of major programmatic areas to guide SCAG’s grant proposal.

e October 6, 2022, the Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) reviewed the
comprehensive REAP 2.0 Draft Proposed Budget.

e November 30, 2022, the EAC, on behalf of the RC, authorized SCAG to apply for the full
REAP 2.0 funding and authorized the acceptance of the full REAP 2.0 funds.

e December 29, 2022, SCAG submitted the full REAP 2.0 application ahead of the December
31, 2022, deadline.

e June 11, 2023, SCAG received a preliminary staff level approval of the REAP 2.0 application
from HCD and is subject to final approval by the HCD Internal Loan Committee.

REAP 2.0 CALL FOR APPLICATIONS SUMMARY

SCAG is sub-allocating 80 percent of the full REAP 2.0 grant award for partner-led projects, to
ensure projects can be delivered efficiently and effectively, while reducing SCAG’s administrative
costs. SCAG is releasing six Calls for Applications to provide eligible applicants multiple
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opportunities to access funding across different program areas. A summary of SCAG’s Calls for
Application is as follows:

Call for Applications Funding Release Date Closing Date Regional

Amount Council
Approval
County Transportation Commission = $80,000,000  April 2023 May 2023 July 2023
(CTC) Partnership Program
Sub-Regional Partnership Program 2.0 $23,084,008 | April 2023 June 2023 September

(SRP 2.0) 2022
Sustainable Communities Program — = $5,000,000* = April 2023 June 2023 September
Civic Engagement, Equity, and 2023

Environmental Justice (SCP CEEE)J)
PATH - Pilot Program: Housing Infill on| $8,835,000 May 2023 July 2023 | October 2023
Public and Private Lands (HIPP)
PATH - Notice of Funds Available: $45,000,000 | June 2023 July 2023 | October 2023
Funding for Lasting Affordability
(NOFA)
PATH - Pilot Program: Regional Utilities| $35,000,000 Summer 2023 Fall 2023 Early 2024
Supporting Housing (RUSH)
*S2 million in Senate Bill 1 (SB1) funding

To promote the Calls for Applications, SCAG implemented various outreach activities,
complemented by offering multiple forms of technical assistance to help facilitate the process for
applicants. The programs were promoted through SCAG newsletters, targeted emails, and
presentations to external meeting groups. Outreach included program-specific application
workshops to review eligibility, application requirements, and scoring. Each program also offered
office hours to provide one-on-one support to applicants.

The County Transportation Commission (CTC) Partnership Program

The CTC Partnership Program connects infill housing to daily services and increases travel options
that support multimodal communities to shift travel modes. On April 12, 2023, SCAG released the
CTC Partnership Program Call for Applications. Prior to closing the Call on May 9, 2023, SCAG held
an application workshop and made office hours available to applicants. SCAG received a total of 37
projects totaling over $115 million. SCAG recommends funding 33 projects and is seeking approval
of the recommended project award list from the RC. With the CTC Partnership Program, SCAG will
fund a diverse set of transformative planning and implementation projects that expand access,
increase mobility options, bring jobs and housing closer together, and achieve a more sustainable
growth pattern across the region.
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Programs to Accelerate Transformative Housing (PATH)

PATH supports strategies to accelerate infill development leading to increased housing supply,
choice, and affordability while also reducing VMT. The PATH program includes three Calls for
Applications, including the Housing Infill on Public and Private Lands (HIPP), Notice of Funds
Available: Funding for Lasting Affordability (NOFA), and Regional Utilities Supporting Housing
(RUSH).

On May 10, 2023, SCAG released the HIPP program, a competitive Call for Applications to support
eligible applicants in scaling up development of available land and implementing large corridor-wide
or area-wide infill housing policies and initiatives. The HIPP program has an estimated budget of $8
million and will accept applications through July 10, 2023. On June 7, 2023, SCAG released the NOFA
for Lasting Affordability, a competitive Call for Applications to provide support for innovative
housing finance, trust funds, catalyst funds, and new permanent funding sources. The NOFA for
Lasting Affordability has an estimated budget of $45 million and will accept applications through
July 31, 202. To support applicants, SCAG staff are available for regular office hours to respond to
qguestions and discuss projects proposed throughout the application periods. For both NOFA and
HIPP, SCAG staff hosted application workshops and posted the recording along with Q&A responses
on the program webpage.

The Regional Utilities Supporting Housing (RUSH) program focuses on investments in utility
infrastructure planning and capital improvements that will support jurisdictions in meeting the
housing production goals. On Friday, April 28, SCAG hosted the Regional Utilities Supporting
Housing (RUSH) Industry Forum, in partnership with PlaceWorks and the Urban Land Institute of Los
Angeles (ULI/LA). The RUSH Industry Forum brought together thought leaders from Southern
California and across the country for recommendations to implement the basic utility infrastructure
needed for housing: water, wastewater, stormwater management and electricity. The outcomes of
the RUSH Industry Forum will help guide the delivery of SCAG’s RUSH grant program. The RUSH Call
for Applications is expected to be released in late summer 2023.

Early Program Initiatives (EPIs)

The EPIs tie this work together by building capacity for planning innovation across the region
through advancements in community engagement and partnerships, data driven decision making,
and performance measurement and monitoring. The Sustainable Communities Program - Civic
Engagement, Equity and Environmental Justice (SCP CEEEJ) released the Call for Applications on
April 12, 2023. The Call closed on June 5, 2023, and SCAG received 17 applications totaling $6.9
million. SCAG is currently evaluating applications and anticipates taking the recommended project
list to the RC in September 2023. The Sub-Regional Partnership 2.0 (SRP 2.0) Call for Applications
opened April 12 and closed May 31, 2021, with extensions granted to several subregional partners
through June 30, 2023. SCAG is currently evaluating submitted applications to determine eligibility
with REAP 2.0 objectives and will work closely with subregional partners on next steps. The SRP 2.0
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Program is noncompetitive and makes $23 million available to sub-regional councils of governments
for eligible activities supporting member cities and counties implementing housing element work
plans.

Local agencies and eligible applicants are encouraged to review individual program guidelines and
apply for SCAG’s REAP 2.0 programs. Applications and program guidelines are available on SCAG’s
REAP 2.0 website.

NEXT STEPS:

In July, SCAG anticipates its full REAP 2.0 application will be approved by the State allowing staff to
proceed with projects approved by the RC. Staff will provide regular updates to the RC and Policy
Committees on the REAP 2.0 program and any changes to the grant budget will be processed
through SCAG’s budget amendment procedures.

FISCAL IMPACT:
The funding for this program has been included in the REAP 2.0 work plan. Funding is subject to

REAP 2.0 funding approval from the California Department of Housing and Community
Development.

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. PowerPoint Presentation - REAP 2.0 Program Update
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https://scag.ca.gov/reap2021

REAP 2.0 PROGRAM UPDATE

July 2023

WWW.SCAG.CA.GOV

REAP 2.0 Schedule Updates

SCAG received preliminary staff
level approval from HCD on the June 11, 2023
full application

SCAG MOU development Mid-Late Summer 2023

Anticipated Standard Agreement

(SA) approval End of July

Attachment: PowerPoint Presentation - REAP 2.0 Program Update (REAP 2.0 Program Call for Applications Update)

Anticipated State announcement

of REAP 2.0 awards End of July

Template MOUs ready Fall 2023*

*
Pending State Approval of Full SCAG Program
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REAP 2.0 Call for Applications Schedule

Call for Applications Funding Amount

County Transportation Commission (CTC) $80,000,000
Partnership Program

SRP 2 $23,084,008

Sustainable Communities Program - Civic $5,000,000*
Engagement, Equity, and Environmental Justice
(SCP CEEEJ)

HIPP Pilot $8,835,000
(Housing Infill on Public and Private Lands)

NOFA $45,000,000
For Lasting Affordability

RUSH Pilot $35,000,000
(Regional Utilities Supporting Housing)

THANK YOU!

For more information, please visit:

Hannah Brunelle
Brunelle@scag.ca.gov

Release Date

April 2023

April 2023

April 2023

May 2023

June 2023

Summer 2023

Closing Date

May 9, 2023

June 2023

June 5, 2023

July 10, 2023

July 31, 2023

Fall 2023

Regional Council

Approval

July 2023

September 2022

September 2023

October 2023

October 2023

Early 2024

*$3 million from SBT
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) APPROVAL

Energy & Environment Committee (EEC)
Transportation Committee (TC) {( NS
Regional Council (RC)

From: Sarah Dominguez, Planning Supervisor

(213) 236-1918, dominguezs@scag.ca.gov
Subject: Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EAC:
Recommend that the Regional Council adopt the updated Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:
Adopt the updated Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024.

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD, EEC AND TC:
Receive and File.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

In June 2022, SCAG’s Regional Council adopted a Policy Development Framework for Connect
SoCal 2024 which documented the policy priorities and outlined a structure for continued policy
development and leadership for plan development. This update to the Policy Framework
advances those priorities and confirms the direction for Connect SoCal 2024 in advance of a draft
plan release in October 2023.

BACKGROUND:

What is Connect SoCal 2024?

As required by federal and state law, SCAG prepares a long-range Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) every four years which provides a vision for
integrating land use and transportation for increased mobility and more sustainable development.
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SCAG’s next RTP/SCS, Connect SoCal 2024, will incorporate important updates of fundamental data,
enhanced strategies and investments based on, and intended to strengthen, the plan adopted by
the SCAG Regional Council in 2020.

What is the Policy Development Framework?

In July 2021, the Executive Administration Committee directed staff to develop a Policy
Development Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 that “identifies priority policy issues for deeper
discussion and establishes a sub-committee structure for policy education, engagement, and
consensus building to guide visionary policy development!”.

In June 2022, the Regional Council adopted the Policy Development Framework for Connect SoCal
2024 that identified the draft Vision and Goals for the plan, identified key policy priorities, outlined
the structure for advancing policies through the three SCAG Policy Committees and established the
Connect SoCal 2024 Special Subcommittees that concluded in Spring of this year.

Policy Framework Update

Over the past year, each Policy Committee have reviewed and discussed fundamental policy and
technical aspects of plan development. The Special Connect SoCal 2024 Subcommittees dug deeper
into three intersectional topics: Next Generation Infrastructure, Resilience and Conservation, and
Racial Equity and Regional Planning to develop white papers and recommendations. Then from
April to June, SCAG conducted outreach and engagement activities and heard from thousands of
stakeholder and community members throughout the region about their current challenges and
priorities for the future. The direction and feedback from these avenues, in addition to ongoing
engagement with stakeholders through SCAG’s working group and technical advisory committees,
are being incorporated in the development of the draft Connect SoCal 2024.

This update to the Policy Framework reflects specific elements of direction and feedback received
over the past year. First, an update to the Goals and Vision (based on public outreach and
engagement), a methodology for Priority Equity Communities (based on engagement with
stakeholders and direction from Policy Committee members) and finally, a set of Regional Planning
Policies (based on direction from the standing Policy Committees and special Connect SoCal
Subcommittees and review by stakeholders in April 2023).

Vision and Goals: During April - June 2023, SCAG conducted public outreach and engagment
activities including, but not limited to public workshops and a public survey. The full findings
are discussed in a July 2023 staff report to the SCAG Policy Committees and will inform plan
development in a myriad of ways. While most of the top responses and comments were
currently reflected in either the Vision or Goals, there were two prominent themes
expressed in both the survey and workshop comments that weren’t reflected.

L https://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=2256&Inline=True
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Vision: One of the top responses in the public survey of over 3,600 respondents
when asked about envisioning the region in 2050 was: “A region that is prosperous,
with economic opportunity for all residents.” The plan Vision has been updated to
include “prosperous”.

Goals: One prominent workshop comment theme and top response in the survey
was about resource use (“Sustainable in its use of resources”; “More sustainable
designs to conserve water and energy in residential and public spaces”). An
environment subgoal has been updated to reflect the aim to “enable more

sustainable use of energy and water.”

Priority Equity Communities: SCAG has developed a new, flexible equity area definition,
called Priority Equity Communities, to comply with statutory requirements and support
SCAG equity efforts beyond the Plan. This methodology has been developed and reviewed
by stakeholders and members of the public during the Connect SoCal 2024 outreach and
engagement, as well as direction from the Energy and Environment Committee.

Regional Planning Policies: The draft Regional Planning Policies were presented in June
2023 to each SCAG Policy Committee. The set of policies included in this framework
incorporates feedback received at those meetings. Specifically, a policy to addresses safety
and personal security on transit has been added to the Safety category.

Next Steps

SCAG staff are seeking approval of the Policy Framework to confirm the approach for the plan and
the use of the Regional Planning Policies and Priority Equity Communities methodology before
these elements are used for development of Implementation Strategies and analysis, respectively,
for the draft Connect SoCal 2024. A release of the draft Connect SoCal 2024 is anticipated in
October 2023 with a final plan adoption anticipated for April 2024.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work associated with this item is included in the FY 22-23 Overall Work Program (310.4874.01:
Connect SoCal Development).

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024
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Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024
JULY 2023 UPDATE

Originally approved by the Regional Council on June 2, 2022 as a Policy Development Framework, this
document carried forward the existing Policy Priorities that will be reflected in Connect SoCal 2024,
SCAG's 2024-2050 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). It also
outlined a policy development leadership structure and outlook to foster policy education, engagement,
consensus building and decision-making.

This July 2023 update serves to confirm the direction for Connect SoCal 2024 in advance of the draft plan
release in October 2023. The changes reflect feedback on plan elements from stakeholders and the
general public as well as discussions with and direction from SCAG leadership, including the regular Policy
Committees and the Connect SoCal 2024 Special Subcommittees. The major changes in this version can
be found in the additions of the “Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Structure” and "Priority Equity Communities”
sections which serve to advance the previously set Policy Priorities.

DRAFT PLAN VISION AND GOALS

In January 2022, staff began engaging with stakeholders through the Regional Planning Working Groups
and the Technical Working Group on the draft Vision and Goals for Connect SoCal 2024. Their feedback
informed the original draft Vision and Goals which were further modified based on public outreach and
engagement in Spring 2023. Changes to the Vision and Goals since the June 2022 adopted version of this
framework, based on public outreach and engagement, are noted in bold.

The draft Vision is meant to capture what we want the region to be by 2050 and is supported by four draft
Goals, each centered around a key theme (Mobility, Communities, the Environment, and the Economy).
These goals are each further defined by supporting sub-Goals.

DRAFT VISION
A healthy, prosperous, accessible and connected region for a more resilient and equitable future.

DRAFT GOALS
Mobility: Build and maintain a robust transportation network.

e Support investments and programs that are well-maintained and operated, coordinated, and
resilient, and result in improved safety and air quality.

e Ensure reliable, accessible, affordable, and quality travel options while striving to enhance equity
in transportation resources offered in underserved communities.

e Plan for people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds.

Communities: Develop, connect, and sustain communities that are livable and thriving.

e Reinforce vibrant, human-centered communities in urban, suburban, and rural settings to increase
mobility options and reduce travel distances.

Attachment: Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 (Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework)
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e Produce and preserve a diversity of housing types to improve affordability, accessibility, and
choices for all.

e Foster inclusive communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity, and actively
seek to reduce racial and economic disparities.

Environment: Create a healthy region for the people of today and tomorrow.

e Develop communities that are resilient and can mitigate, adapt to, and respond to chronic and
acute stressors and disruptions, such as climate change.

e Integrate the region’s development pattern and transportation network to improve air quality,
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enable more sustainable use of energy and water.

e Conserve and restore the region’s natural and agricultural resources.

Economy: Support a sustainable, efficient, and productive regional economic environment that
provides opportunities for all.

e Provide physical and digital infrastructure to improve access to education, vocational training,
jobs, financial systems, and to foster the growth of small businesses in underserved communities.

e Advance a resilient and efficient goods movement system that supports the economic vitality of
the region, attainment of clean air, and quality of life for our communities.

e Improve regional multimodal transportation system infrastructure and efficiency to enhance the
region’s global economic competitiveness.

POLICY PRIORITIES

The Draft Policy Priorities are based upon policy direction established in Connect SoCal 2020 and recent
Regional Council actions to address three of the emerging issues facing the region.

EMERGING ISSUES

There are three salient and interconnected challenges facing our region: equity, resilience, and the
economy. Actions by SCAG's Regional Council since the adoption of Connect SoCal 2020 provide a policy
foundation for work on the next plan and expanded policy focus on these emerging issue areas.

On July 2, 2020, the Regional Council adopted Resolution No. 20-623-2" on Racial and Social Justice,
affirming SCAG's commitment to meaningfully advance justice, equity, diversity and inclusion, and
establishing the Special Committee on Equity and Social Justice to advance social justice throughout the
agency.

On May 6, 2021, the Regional Council adopted the Racial Equity Early Action Plan?, the purpose of which
is to guide and sustain SCAG's regional leadership in service of equity and social justice. It reflects
discussions and feedback provided to the Special Committee on the definition of equity and overarching
goals and strategies to advance racial equity through SCAG's policies, practices, and activities.

" https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc070220agn01.pdf?1602368143
2 https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc05062 1fullpacket.pdf#page=91

Attachment: Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 (Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework)
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On January 7, 2021, the Regional Council adopted Resolution No. 21-628-12 on Climate Change Action
that affirms a climate change crisis in Southern California and identifies actions for SCAG to undertake,
including: developing a regional resilience framework, initiating a regional climate planning network, and
developing a regional advanced mitigation program (RAMP). On October 12, 2022 the Regional Council
also adopted a Water Action Resolution that called on local and regional partners to join together to
adopt an “all of the above” response to the drought and water shortage emergency. Resolution No. 22-
641-3% requires SCAG to identify, recommend and integrate into Connect SoCal 2024 policies and
strategies to align investments in water infrastructure with housing needs and the adopted growth
forecast and development pattern.

On July 1, 2021, the Regional Council adopted the Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy (IERS) Final
Report and Recommendations®, which identifies five core principles to drive SCAG's work and to act as a
lens for identifying recommendations:

1. Center the economic recovery strategy on racial and gender equity; focusing in reducing the racial
wealth gap;

Focus on rebuilding the middle class with high road employment;

Ensure that all strategies contribute to a climate ready region;

Tailor strategies to the needs of both industry sectors and geographic subregions; and

Bring new and diverse voices to the table.

s wn

On February 4, 2021, the Regional Council adopted Resolution No. 21-629-2° to establish a Broadband
Action Plan to assist in bridging the digital divide. The Broadband Action Plan includes incorporating
broadband planning, data and research findings, and strategies, as appropriate, into existing SCAG
programs and future RTP/SCS strategies.

CONNECT SOCAL 2024: POLICY STRUCTURE

Connect SoCal 2020 was organized by a Core Vision and Key Connections. Many of the policies and
strategies summarized as the Core Vision are reflective of the policies and projects developed at the local
level and gathered by SCAG through the plan development process (through the Local Data Exchange
with local jurisdictions and Project List submissions from County Transportation Commissions). Key
Connections, in contrast, identified critical regional strategies to “close the gap” between what could be
accomplished through intensification of core planning strategies alone, and what needed to be done to
meet increasingly aggressive greenhouse gas reduction goals.

Many of these locally driven projects and policies will be carried forward into Connect SoCal 2024 but
organized instead by Regional Planning Policies and Implementation Strategies. This change will allow
SCAG to better reflect the breadth of issue areas within Connect SoCal 2024, integrate the emerging issue

3 https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc01072 1fullpacket.pdf#page=12
4 https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/scag-resolution-22-647-3-water-final.pdf
> https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc07012 1fullpacket.pdf#page=13
® https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/rc02042 1fullpacket.pdf#page=13

Attachment: Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 (Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework)

Packet Pg. 28




areas within the RTP requirements and to better support partners in demonstrating alignment with the

regional plan.

+ Regional Planning Policies: will carry on the intent of the Core Vision and Key Connections to
articulate broad and established regional policies or best practices for land use and transportation
planning. CTCs or local jurisdictions can point to these policies to establish alignment with the
RTP/SCS. The list of Regional Planning Policies is included in Appendix 1.

+ Implementation Strategies will be priorities for SCAG efforts in fulfilling or going beyond the
Regional Planning Policies to support the region in “closing the gap” in order to reach plan goals.
The list of Implementation Strategies will be included in the draft plan release and will align with
categories of Regional Planning Policies.

The below chart articulates how SCAG will carry forward the Core Vision, Key Connections and other
policy areas of Connect SoCal 2020 into this new Regional Planning Policies organization. There are also
several new policy areas based on recent Regional Council Resolutions or discussions and direction from

Policy Committee members.

Connect SoCal 2020

Change

Connect SoCal 2024

CORE VISION

REGIONAL PLANNING POLICIES

Sustainable Development

System Preservation &
Resilience

Demand & System
Management

Transit Backbone

Complete Streets

Goods Movement

KEY CONNECTIONS

Smart Cities & Job Centers

Merged under “Transportation
Demand Management” and
"Technology Integration”

Housing Supportive
Infrastructure

Broadened to “Housing the
Region”

Go Zones

Merged under “Transportation
Demand Management”

Accelerated Electrification

Revised and Merged under
“Clean Technology”

Shared Mobility & Mobility
as A Service (MaaS)

Revised and Merged under
“Transit and Multimodal
Integration”

Mobility

System Preservation and
Resilience

Complete Streets
Transit and Multimodeal
Integration
Transportation Demand
Management
Transportation System
Management
Technology Integration*
Safety

Funding the System/User
Pricing

Communities

Priority Development Areas
Housing the Region*

15 Minute Communities*
Equitable Engagement and
Decision-Making *

Environment

Sustainable Development
Air Quality

Clean Transportation
Natural and Working Lands
Preservation

Climate Resilience

Economy

Attachment: Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 (Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework)
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e Goods Movement

e Broadband*

e Universal Basic Mobility*
e Workforce Development *
e Tourism

* New policy area for Connect SoCal 2024

PRIORITY EQUITY COMMUNITIES

SCAG continues to affirm its commitment to advancing justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout
Southern California by working to operationalize racial equity through regional planning functions. In
order to implement the policy direction noted above in the “Emerging Issues” section into Connect SoCal
2024 development, staff have prepared a new approach for Connect SoCal 2024's Equity Analysis that is
grounded on best practices and extensive internal and external stakeholder input. This method for
defining Priority Equity Communities (formerly Environmental Justice areas, Disadvantaged Communities
and Communities of Concern) frames and focuses the Equity Analysis on populations that have been
historically marginalized and are susceptible to inequitable outcomes.

On June 1, 2023, staff shared a report to the EEC on this final proposed approach for identifying an equity
area for the SCAG region for use in the Connect SoCal 2024 Equity Analysis. Staff propose replacing the
three equity communities (i.e., Environmental Justice Areas, SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities, and
Communities of Concern) with a new, flexible equity area definition, called Priority Equity Communities, to
comply with statutory requirements and support SCAG equity efforts beyond the Plan. Priority Equity
Communities are census tracts in the SCAG region that have a greater concentration of populations that
have been historically marginalized and are susceptible to inequitable outcomes based on several
socioeconomic factors.

Staff propose determining a census tract as a Priority Equity Community if there is a concentration above
the county average of:

1. BOTH low-income households’ and people of color; OR
2. EITHER low-income households or people of color AND of four or more of the following:
i.  Vulnerable Ages®
ii. People with Disabilities
iii. People with Limited English Proficiency
iv.  Limited Vehicle and Transit Access®
2 People without a High School Diploma
vi.  Single Parent Households
vii.  Housing Cost Burdened Households

" Households with an income less than or equal to twice the federal “poverty level”
8 Older adults over 65 years old and youth under 18 years old
 Households with more people than vehicles owned not located near a High-Quality Transit Corridor
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With the proposed approach and using data from the U.S. Census Bureau American Communities Survey
five-year estimates (2017-2021), Priority Equity Communities cover approximately 49 percent of the
region’s population.

Priority Equity Communities will be used to conduct analysis for the Connect SoCal 2024 Equity Analysis.
In continuing to affirm its commitment to advancing justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout
Southern California, staff will also explore opportunities to incorporate Priority Equity Communities in
planning practices and to advance equity through the policies and strategies in the Plan.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT: LEADERSHIP & OUTLOOK

Policy discussions that occur during SCAG's Policy Committee meetings provide valuable direction to staff
on areas for further research, potential strategies to address regional challenges, and priorities for what to
include in the proposed plan.

Staff have brought forward informational and discussion items related to the relevant Regional Planning
Policies; highlighting context and data from staff research; perspectives from academics, researchers or
policy experts; and insights from local practitioners. Presentations have also focused on current
subregional efforts and best practices to address Connect SoCal 2020 implementation, as well as
emerging trends and new issues related to each Regional Planning Policy. The plan issue areas organized
by Policy Committee are outlined in the table below.
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MAIN POLICY COMMITTEES

COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC,

e Complete Streets
e Transit and Multimodal

Integration

e Transportation Demand
Management

e Transportation System
Management

e Technology Integration

e Safety

e Funding the
System/User Pricing

Economy
e Goods Movement
e Broadband
e Universal Basic Mobility
e Tourism

Communities
e Priority Development
Areas
e Housing the Region
e 15 Minute Communities
e Equitable Engagement
and Decision-Making

Economy
e  Workforce Development
e Tourism

TUANSPORTATON | orvorew | SUERSYAND SR
COMMITTEE
Regional Planning Policies
Mobility Environment Environment
e System Preservation and e Sustainable e Sustainable
Resilience Development Development

e Air Quality

e (Clean Transportation

e Natural and Working
Lands Preservation

e Climate Resilience

Environmental Compliance

e PER

e Transportation
Conformity

e Environmental Justice

e SB 375 Technical
Methodology

JOINT POLICY COMMITTEE

The issues facing the region are intersectional and often do not neatly fit within one committee. For that
reason, it is occasionally necessary to hold a Joint Policy Committee meeting of members from all three

Policy Committees (Transportation; Community, Economic, Human Development; and Energy and

Environment) to share pertinent information, discuss key plan development issues or seek coordinated

actions or recommendations.

SPECIAL CONNECT SOCAL 2024 SUBCOMMITTEES
To help dive deeper into key areas for Connect SoCal, SCAG established three new subcommittees: Next
Generation Infrastructure, Resilience and Conservation, and Racial Equity and Regional Planning.

These three subcommittees were comprised of members from across the region. They met between
September 2022 and February 2023 and prepared recommendations to SCAG Policy Committees on how
to address these emerging issues within Connect SoCal 2024. The findings and recommendations from

those subcommittees will be used to inform ongoing policy development discussions at each Policy
Committee. The final White Papers along with agendas and materials from each subcommittee meeting
can be found at their respective page at https://scag.ca.gov/meetings-subcommittees.
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Appendix 1: SCAG Connect SoCal 2024: Draft Regional Planning Policies

The Regional Planning Policies establish broad regional policies for integrated land use and
transportation planning and identify the path towards realizing the vision of Connect SoCal. The below
policies are meant to guide decision making for both SCAG and partner agencies as we work towards a
sustainable, equitable, and resilient future for the region. It is also intended to be used as a resource by
County Transportation Commissions or local jurisdictions to demonstrate alignment with the RTP/SCS by
referring to specific policies when seeking resources from state or federal programs.

Per Government Code §65080(b)(2)(K), SCAG’s Sustainable Communities Strategy does not regulate the
use of land, nor shall it be interpreted as superseding the exercise of the land use authority of cities and
counties in the region. The guidance provided in these Regional Planning Policies is meant to support
local jurisdictions in future General Plan updates to help in implementing the regional vision of Connect
SoCal 2024.

In summary, carrying forward the below set of policies at the regional and local level will be critical in
implementing the vision represented by Connect SoCal 2024.

* (asterisk) in policies denotes terms that are defined in the glossary at the end of this document

MOBILITY

1. Prioritize repair, maintenance, and preservation of the SCAG region's existing transportation
assets first, following a "Fix-It-First" principle.

2. Promote transportation investments that advance progress toward the achievement of asset
management targets, including for National Highway System pavement and bridge condition
and transit assets (rolling stock, equipment, facilities, and infrastructure).

3. Pursue the development of complete streets that comprise a safe multi-modal network with
flexible use of public rights-of-way for people of all ages and abilities using a variety of modes
(e.g., people walking, biking, rolling, driving, taking transit).

4. Ensure the implementation of complete streets that are sensitive to urban, suburban, or rural
contexts and improve transportation safety for all, but especially vulnerable road users (e.g.,
older adults, children, pedestrians, bicyclists, etc.).

5. Facilitate the implementation of complete streets and curb space management strategies that
accommodate and optimize new technologies and micromobility devices, first/last mile
connections to transit, and last mile delivery.

6. Supportimplementation of complete streets improvements in Priority Equity Communities®,
and particularly with respect to Transportation Equity Zones*, to enhance mobility, safety, and
access to opportunities.

7. Encourage and support the implementation of projects both physical and digital that facilitate
multimodal connectivity, prioritize transit and shared mobility, and result in improved mobility,
accessibility, and safety.

8. Support connections across the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to develop transportation
projects and programs resulting in improved connectivity.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Encourage residential and employment development in areas surrounding existing and planned
transit/rail stations.

Support the implementation of transportation projects in Priority Equity Communities, and
particularly with respect to Transportation Equity Zones, to enhance mobility, safety, and access
to opportunities.

Create a resilient transit and rail system by preparing for emergencies and the impacts of
extreme weather conditions.

Encourage the development of transportation projects that provide convenient, cost-effective
and safe alternatives to single-occupancy vehicle travel (e.g., trips made by foot, on bikes, via
transit, etc.).

Encourage jurisdictions and TDM practitioners to develop and expand local plans and policies to
promote alternatives to single occupancy vehicle travel for residents, workers, and visitors.
Encourage municipalities to update existing (legacy) TDM ordinances by incorporating new
travel modes and new technology, and by incorporating employment and residential sites of
certain populations, for example employers who have less than 250 employees (below the 250
or more employees threshold identified in AQMD’s Rule 2202).

Pursue efficient use of the transportation system using a set of operational improvement
strategies that maintain the performance of the existing transportation system instead of adding
roadway capacity.

Prioritize transportation investments that increase travel time reliability, including build-out of
the regional express lanes network.

Support the implementation of technology designed to provide equal access to mobility,
employment and economic opportunity, education, health and other quality of life
opportunities for all residents within the SCAG region.

Advocate for data sharing between the public and private sectors to effectively evaluate the
services’ benefits and impacts on communities while protecting data security and privacy.
Advocate for technology that is adaptive and responsive to ensure that it remains up to date to
meet the evolving needs of users and stakeholders.

Promote technology that has the capacity to facilitate economic growth, improve workforce
development opportunities, and enhance safety and security.

Proactively monitor and plan for the development, deployment, and commercialization of new
technology as it relates to integration with transportation infrastructure.

Eliminate transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries on the regional multimodal
transportation system.

Integrate the assessment of equity into the regional transportation safety and security planning
process, focusing on the analysis and mitigation of disproportionate impacts on disadvantaged
communities.

Support innovative approaches for addressing transit safety and security issues so that impacts
to transit employees and the public are minimized and those experiencing issues (e.g., unhoused
persons) are supported.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Support the use of transportation safety and system security data in investment decision-
making, including consideration of new highway and transit/rail investments that would address
safety and security needs.

Promote stability and sustainability for core state and federal transportation funding sources.
Establish a user fee-based system that better reflects the true cost of transportation, provides
firewall protection for new and existing transportation funds, and equitable distribution of costs
and benefits.

Pursue funding tools that promote access to opportunity and support economic development
through innovative mobility programs.

Promote national and state programs that include return-to-source guarantees while
maintaining flexibility to reward regions that continue to commit substantial local resources.
Leverage locally available funding with innovative financing tools to attract private capital and
accelerate project delivery.

Promote local funding strategies that maximize the value of public assets while improving
mobility, sustainability, and resilience.

COMMUNITIES

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Promote 15-minute communities as places with a mix of complementary land uses and
accessible mobility options that align with and support the diversity of places (or communities)
across the region where residents can either access most basic, day-to-day needs within a 15-
minute walk, bike ride, or roll from their home or as places that result in fewer and shorter trips
because of the proximity of complementary land uses.

Support communities across the region to realize 15-minute communities through incremental
changes that improve equity, quality of life, public health, mobility, sustainability and resilience,
and economic vitality.

Encourage efforts that elevate innovative approaches to increasing access to neighborhood
destinations and amenities through an array of people-centered mobility options.

Encourage housing development in areas with access to important resources (economic,
educational, health, social, and similar) and amenities to further fair housing access and equity
across the region.

Encourage housing development in transit-supportive and walkable areas to create more
interconnected and resilient communities.

Support local, regional, state, and federal efforts to produce and preserve affordable housing
while meeting additional housing needs across the region.

Prioritize communities that are vulnerable to displacement pressures by supporting community
stabilization and increasing access to housing that meets the needs of the region.

Promote innovative strategies and partnerships to increase homeownership opportunities
across the region with an emphasis on communities who have been historically impacted by
redlining and other systemic barriers to homeownership for people of color and other
marginalized groups.

Advocate for and support programs that emphasize reducing housing cost burden (for renters
and homeowners), with a focus on the communities with the greatest need and vulnerabilities.
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41.

42.

43,

44.

45.

46.

47.

Support efforts to increase housing and services for people experiencing homelessness across
the region.

Promote the growth of origins and destinations, with a focus on future housing and population
growth, in areas with existing and planned urban infrastructure including transit and utilities.
Promote the growth of origins and destinations in areas with a proclivity toward multi-modal
options like transit and active transportation, to reduce single occupant vehicle dependency and
vehicle miles traveled.

Seek to realize scale economies, or a critical mass, of jobs and destinations in areas across the
region which can support non-SOV options and shorter trip distances, combined trips, and
reduced vehicle miles traveled.

Advance community-centered interventions, resources, and programming that serve the most
disadvantaged communities and people in the region, like Priority Equity Communities, with
strategies that can be implemented in the short-to-long-term.

Promote racial equity that is grounded in the recognition of the past and current harms of
systemic racism and one that advances restorative justice.

Increase equitable, inclusive, and meaningful representation and participation of people of color
and disadvantaged communities in processes.

ENVIRONMENT

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.
54.

55.

56.

Promote sustainable development and best practices that enhance resource conservation,
reduce resource consumption, and promote resilience.

Implement the Forecasted Regional Development Pattern of Connect SoCal 2024, consisting of
household and employment projections that have been reviewed and refined by jurisdictions
and stakeholders, to advance this shared framework for regional growth management planning.
Support communities across the region to advance innovative sustainable development
practices.

Recognize and support the diversity of communities across the region by promoting local place-
making, planning, and development efforts that advance equity, mobility, resilience and
sustainability.

Reduce hazardous air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions and improve the air quality
throughout the region through planning and implementation efforts.

Support investments that reduce hazardous air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions.
Reduce the exposure and impacts of emissions and pollutants and promote local and regional
efforts that improve the air quality for vulnerable populations, including but not limited to
Priority Equity Communities and the AB 617 Communities*.

Accelerate the deployment of a zero-emission transportation system and use near-zero
emission technology to offer short term benefits where zero emissions solutions are not yet
feasible or commercially viable.

Promote equitable use of and access to clean transportation technologies* so that all may
benefit from them.
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57.

58.

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Consider the full environmental life-cycle of clean transportation technologies including
upstream production and end of life as an important part of meeting SCAG’s objectives in
economic development and recovery, resilience planning and achievement of equity.

Maintain a technology neutral approach in the study of, advancement of, and, where applicable,
investment in clean transportation technology.

Prioritize the climate mitigation, adaptation, resilience, and economic benefits of natural and
agricultural lands in the region.

Support conservation of habitats that are prone to hazards exacerbated by climate change, such
as wildfires and flooding.

Support regional conservation planning and collaboration across the region.

Encourage the protection and restoration of natural habitat and wildlife corridors.

Encourage conservation of agricultural lands to protect the regional and local food supply and
agricultural economy.

Encourage policy development of the link between natural and agricultural conservation with
public health.

Prioritize the most vulnerable populations and communities subject to climate hazards to help
the people, places, and infrastructure that are most at risk for climate change impacts,
recognizing that disadvantaged communities are often overburdened.

Support local and regional climate and hazard planning and implementation efforts.

Support nature-based solutions* to increase regional resilience of the natural and built
environment.

Promote sustainable water use planning, practices and storage that improve regional water
security and resilience in a drier environment.

Support an integrated planning approach to help local jurisdictions meet housing production
needs in a drier environment.

ECONOMY

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

Leverage and prioritize investments particularly where there are mutual co-benefits to both
freight and passenger/commuter rail.

Prioritize community and environmental justice concerns together with economic needs and
support workforce development opportunities particularly around deployment of zero-emission
and clean technologies, and their supporting infrastructure.

Explore and advance the transition toward zero-emissions and clean technologies and other
transformative technologies where viable.

Advance comprehensive systems-level planning of corridor/supply chain operational strategies,
integrated with road and rail infrastructure, and inland port concepts.

Ensure continued, significant investment in a safe, secure, clean and efficient transportation
system, including both highways and rail, to support the intermodal movement of goods across
the region.

Support ubiquitous regional broadband deployment and access, to provide the necessary
infrastructure and capability for Smart Cities strategies and to ensure that the benefits of these
strategies improve safety and are distributed equitably.
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76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.

89.

Develop networks that are efficient, scalable, resilient and sustainable, to support
transportation systems management and operations services and “tele-everything” strategies
that reduce vehicle miles traveled, optimize efficiency, and accommodate future growth of
regional economies.

Encourage investments to provide access towards digital activities that support upwards
educational, financial and economic growth.

Advocate for current, accurate data to identify opportunity zones and solutions to support the
development of broadband services to community anchor institutions and local businesses.
Promote an atmosphere which allows for healthy competition and innovative solutions which
are speed driven, while remaining technologically neutral.

Use a bottom-up approach to identify and support a community’s broadband needs.

Encourage partnerships and policies to broaden safe and efficient access to a range of mobility
services to improve connections to jobs, education, and basic services.

Promote increased payment credentials for disadvantaged community members and transition
of cash users to digital payment technologies to address payment barriers.

Foster a positive business climate by promoting regional collaboration in workforce and
economic development between cities, counties, educational institutions, and employers.
Encourage inclusive workforce development that promotes upward economic mobility.
Support entrepreneurial growth with a focus on underrepresented communities.

Foster a resilient workforce that is poised to effectively respond to changing economic
conditions (market dynamics, technological advances, and climate change).

Inform and facilitate data-driven decision-making about the region’s workforce.

Consult and collaborate with state, county, and local agencies within the region charged with
promoting tourism and transportation.

Encourage the reduced use of cars by visitors to the region by working with state, county, and
city agencies to highlight and increase access to alternative options, including transit, passenger
rail, and active transportation.
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REGIONAL PLANNING POLICY GLOSSARY

AB 617 Communities: In response to Assembly Bill (AB) 617, the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
established the Community Air Protection Program. The Program’s focus is to reduce exposure in
communities most impacted by air pollution. CARB, community members, local air districts, and other
stakeholders are working together to identify community concerns and air quality priorities and develop
actions to measure and reduce air pollution and health impacts. AB 617 Communities are communities
affected by a high cumulative exposure burden around the State that have been selected by CARB
annually since 2018 to develop and implement community air monitoring plans, community emission
reduction programs, or both in order to improve air quality in their community. As of 2022, 17
communities have been selected as the designated AB 617 communities where air pollution reduction
actions are underway. For more information on the AB 617 communities, please visit
https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/capp-communities.

Clean Transportation Technologies: Zero- and near zero-emission vehicles, their supporting
infrastructure, and other facilitating products that reduce environmental impacts over their full life cycle
including upstream production and end of life.

Nature-based solutions: Actions that work with and enhance nature to help address societal challenges.
This term describes a range of approaches that protect, sustainably manage, and restore nature to
deliver multiple outcomes, including addressing climate change, improving public health, increasing
equity, and protecting biodiversity:

Priority Equity Communities: Census tracts in the SCAG region that have a greater concentration of
populations that have been historically marginalized and are susceptible to inequitable outcomes based
on several socioeconomic factors.

Technology Neutrality: A stance that does not give preference to a particular technology as long as it
furthers the desired outcome of a zero-emission transportation system that meets or exceeds federal

and state targets.

Transportation Equity Zones: Communities across the SCAG region most impacted by transportation-
related inequities

Universal Basic Mobility: Programs that provide qualified residents subsidies for transit and other
mobility services.

14

Attachment: Policy Framework for Connect SoCal 2024 (Connect SoCal 2024: Policy Framework)

Packet Pg. 39



https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp-communities

[ §
m AGENDA ITEM 5
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) APPROVAL

Transportation Committee (TC)

Regional Council (RC) {( v ‘QQ_
From: Karen Calderon, Senior Regional Planner

(213) 236-1983, calderon@scag.ca.gov
Subject: Connect SoCal 2024 Program Environmental Impact Report (State

Clearinghouse No.: 2022100337): Status Update on Additional

Stakeholder Outreach and Preliminary Outline of Draft Contents

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC, CEHD, TC, AND RC:
Receive and File

STRATEGIC PLAN:

This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and
advocacy.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

At the April 6, 2023 meeting SCAG staff provided the EEC with a status update on stakeholder
outreach efforts and highlights of preliminary approaches to major components of the 2024 PEIR,
including environmental setting, structure and environmental topics, analytical themes,
mitigation approach, and alternatives analysis approach. This report provides the EEC with a
status update on additional stakeholder outreach efforts since the April EEC meeting, a
preliminary outline of draft contents, and a schedule of key milestones for the 2024 PEIR. Staff is
seeking EEC’s feedback on the draft contents and plans to continue to keep EEC members
informed of the PEIR progress and schedule, such that a recommendation for approval to release
the 2024 Draft PEIR can be made to the Regional Council (RC) currently planned in Fall 2023.

BACKGROUND:

As required by federal and state law, SCAG prepares a long-range Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) every four years which provides a vision for
integrating land use and transportation for increased mobility and more sustainable development.
SCAG’s next RTP/SCS, Connect SoCal 2024, will incorporate important updates of fundamental data,
enhanced strategies and investments based on, and intended to strengthen, the last plan adopted
by the SCAG Regional Council in 2020.
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), codified at Public Resource Code (PRC) Section 21000
et seq., and its implementing regulations, CEQA Guidelines, found at California Code Regulations
Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000 et seq., require SCAG as the Lead Agency to evaluate the
potential environmental impacts for any discretionary governmental action and disclose the
evaluation in a CEQA document that is appropriate for the proposed governmental action (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15002(b)). As Lead Agency, SCAG found a PEIR is the appropriate type of EIR for
the proposed Connect SoCal 2024.

The PEIR will serve as a first-tier, programmatic document and provides a region-wide assessment
of potential environmental impacts of the proposed Connect SoCal 2024, including direct and
indirect impacts, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts. The PEIR must also evaluate
alternatives to the proposed Connect SoCal 2024 and propose feasible mitigation measures.

Status Update on 2024 PEIR Stakeholder Outreach:

As previously reported at the April 2023 EEC meeting, the 2024 PEIR team (comprising SCAG staff
and consultants) has complied with all applicable public and tribal outreach requirements, pursuant
to CEQA and Assembly Bill (AB 52), for the 2024 Draft PEIR. In addition to the required outreach
efforts, the PEIR team has—and will continue to—engage with stakeholders, including
representatives of tribal governments, throughout the 2024 Draft PEIR development by providing
periodic PEIR status updates and sharing the preliminary approaches to major components.
Stakeholder outreach efforts for the 2024 Draft PEIR, to date, are presented in Table 1, below, and
will continue to be updated as appropriate.
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Table 1: 2024 Draft PEIR Stakeholder Outreach (as of mid-June 2023)

Date

Forum

Stakeholder
Representatives

Topics Covered

November 9,
2022

2024 Draft PEIR NOP
Scoping Meeting #1

Business; Environmental;
Public Agencies; General
Public

Connect SoCal 2024
Project and 2024 PEIR
Overview

November 10,
2022

2024 Draft PEIR NOP
Scoping Meeting #2

Business; Environmental;
Public Agencies; General
Public

Connect SoCal 2024
Project and 2024 PEIR
Overview

October 10,
2022

Global & Land Use
Economic (GLUE)
Counsel

Business

Release of the NOP

October 31,
2022

Aviation Technical
Advisory Committee

Aviation and Airports

Status Update on the
PEIR Aviation Technical
Report

January 4, 2023

Western Riverside
County Regional
Conservation Authority
/ Riverside County
Transportation
Commission

Public Agencies

Conservation

February 16,
2023

Joint Sustainable &
Resilient
Communities/Natural &
Farm Lands
Conservation

Environmental; General
Public

PEIR Overview & Status
Update, Recap on NOP
Comments, and
Preliminary Approach
to Biological Resources
Impact Analysis

March 8, 2023

South Coast Air Quality
Management District

Air Districts

PEIR Overview,
Preliminary Technical
Methodology for Air
Quality and GHG
Impacts Analyses

March 13, 2023

City of Riverside

Public Agencies

Transportation Impacts
Analysis

March 14, 2023

Ventura County Air
Pollution Control
District

Air Districts

PEIR Overview,
Preliminary Technical
Methodology for Air
Quality and GHG
Impacts Analyses

March 16, 2023

Technical Working

Business; Environmental;

PEIR Status Update and
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Group Public Agencies; General Major Components
Public
April 3, 2023 GLUE Counsel Business; General Public PEIR Overview/Status

Update

Stakeholder Outreach Efforts Since the April EEC Mee

ting

(confirmed)

Management District

April 27, 2023 Ventura County Air Air Districts PEIR Overview,
Pollution Control Preliminary Technical
District Methodology for Air
Quality and GHG
Impacts Analyses
May 24, 2023 South Coast Air Quality | Air Districts PEIR Overview and
Management District Equity
June 29, 2023 South Coast Air Quality | Air Districts PEIR Overview and

Equity

July 2023
(confirmed)

Technical Working
Group

Business; Environmental;
Public Agencies; General

Preliminary Outline of
Draft Contents

Public

Stakeholder engagement efforts throughout the development of the 2024 Draft PEIR will be
ongoing through both existing venues and targeted meetings on specific PEIR topics, upon request.

Preliminary Outline of Draft Contents for the 2024 Draft PEIR:

Building upon the certified Final PEIR for Connect SoCal 2020 and the 2024 Draft PEIR presentations
and discussions at various targeted stakeholder outreach meetings discussed above, SCAG staff has
prepared the following preliminary outline of draft contents for the 2024 Draft PEIR. While staff
continues to evaluate appropriate approaches and develop draft contents for the 2024 Draft PEIR
analysis, which is ongoing at this time, staff’s intent is to inform the EEC members of the PEIR
team’s current thinking to offer the opportunity to review, comment, and become familiar with the
PEIR’s preliminary contents such that a recommendation for approval to release the 2024 Draft
PEIR document may be made to the RC in Fall 2023.

At the April 2023 EEC meeting, SCAG staff highlighted preliminary approaches to major components
of the 2024 Draft PEIR, including environmental setting, structure and environmental topics,
analytical themes, mitigation approach, and alternatives analysis approach. These approaches are
reflected in the following preliminary outline of draft contents by chapters for the 2024 Draft PEIR.
Key information of each chapter is summarized below. Appendices will be included as appropriate.
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e Executive Summary: This will summarize key information presented in the PEIR, including a
table depicting significant environmental impacts and proposed SCAG and potential project-
level mitigation measures for each significant environmental impact discussed in Chapter 3.

e Chapter 1.0 — Introduction: This chapter will provide background information on SCAG’s
roles and responsibilities. The introduction will summarize the results of the scoping process
and describes the PEIR as programmatic environmental document. This chapter will also
describe the CEQA process, emphasizing the early identification of stakeholders and
engagement through the scoping process and beyond. Supplemental materials, including
the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft PEIR and comments received on the NOP, will be
attached, as appropriate, in appendices to the 2024 Draft PEIR document. Furthermore, the
chapter will include relevant information on CEQA streamlining, the environmental review
process, and an overview of the contents in Chapters 2.0 through 5.0 of the PEIR.

e Chapter 2.0 — Project Description: This chapter will briefly summarize the Plan’s location
and vision, goals, regional planning policies, and implementation strategies and highlight
refinements or enhancements since Connect SoCal 2020. This chapter will include Plan goals
and objectives. Regional growth forecast projections and major Plan components that have
the potential to result in adverse effects on the environment will also be summarized.

e Chapter 3.0 — Environmental Setting, Impacts, and Mitigation Measures: For each of the
20 environmental topics identified in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the analysis will
address Environmental Setting; Regulatory Framework; Thresholds of Significance;
Methodology; Analysis of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts; Mitigation Measures;
and Level of Significance after Mitigation Measures. Each section will describe the
regulatory framework with respect to current laws, regulations and recent CEQA case law,
as well as the relevant Plan Policies and/or Implementation Strategies taken into
consideration in evaluating the environmental effects of the Plan for that environmental
topic. As required by the provisions of CEQA, determination of impacts will be based on a
comparison of the Plan to existing conditions. Each section will identify its PEIR baseline and
conduct a programmatic analysis of potential environmental impacts of the Plan for that
topic.

e Chapter 4.0 — Alternatives: This chapter will describe a reasonable range of feasible
alternatives to the Plan, which would feasibly attain most of the Plan’s objectives but would
avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the Plan at a programmatic and
region-wide level. It will include a qualitative comparison of the Plan to the No Project
Alternative and the Intensified Land Use Alternative.

e Chapter 5.0 — Other CEQA Considerations: This chapter will identify the significant
unavoidable environmental effects, significant irreversible environmental effects,
irreversible damage from environmental accidents, and growth inducing impacts of the
Plan.

e Chapter 6.0 — Persons and Sources Consulted: This chapter lists contributors to preparation
of the PEIR and includes a list of sources consulted and used in preparing the PEIR.

e Section 7.0 — Glossary: This chapter will include acronyms used in the PEIR.
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Next Steps:

Key milestones for development of the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR are listed in Table 3, below.

Table 3: Key Milestones for the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR

Milestones

Dates (Expected)

Release of 2024 Draft PEIR for Public Review and
Comments

Within 30 days after Draft Connect
SoCal 2024 Release

2024 Draft PEIR Public Review and Comment Period
Closes

At least 45 days after 2024 Draft
PEIR Release

Certification of the Final PEIR by the RC

April 2024

Key milestones for EEC review of and action on the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR are listed in Table 4,

below.

Table 4: Key Milestones for EEC Review of and Action on the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR

Milestones

Dates (Expected)

EEC Review of Status Update on Stakeholder Outreach
and Highlights of Preliminary Approaches to 2024 Draft
PEIR Major Components

April 6, 2023

EEC Review of Status Update on Additional Stakeholder
Outreach and Preliminary Outline of Draft Contents

July 7, 2023 (this meeting)

EEC Review of the Summary of Stakeholder Outreach,
Approaches to 2024 Draft PEIR Major Components, and
Summary of Contents of the 2024 Draft PEIR, and
Consideration to Recommend that RC Authorize Release
of the 2024 Draft PEIR for Public Review and Comments
(Action ltem)

Fall 2023

EEC Review of the Summary of Public Comments on the
2024 Draft PEIR

February 2024

EEC Review of the Summary of Contents of the Proposed
2024 Final PEIR

March 2024

Consideration to Recommend that RC Certify the
Proposed 2024 Final PEIR (Action Item)

April 2024

Staff will continue to provide periodic status updates to the EEC at the next several EEC or Joint
Committee meetings as development of the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR progresses such that a
recommendation for approval to release the 2024 Draft PEIR can be made to the RC currently

planned in the fall 2023.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

Work associated with this item is included in the current Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Overall Work
Program (23-020.0161.04: Environmental Compliance, Coordination & Outreach).
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL

From: Ryan Wolfe, Manager for Sustainable and Resilient Development

(213) 630-1527, wolfe@scag.ca.gov l< A(G\ S

Subject: Connect SoCal 2024: Climate Resilience

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Information Only — No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This fall, SCAG will release the draft of Connect SoCal 2024, SCAG’s Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). In June staff provided an update on the
Connect SoCal 2024 Policy Development Framework, which includes a draft Vision, Goals, and
Policies. These will be integrated into the Connect SoCal 2024 draft along with proposed
implementation strategies. Climate resilience will be a cross-cutting issue in the draft. To help
inform discussion for policymakers on the development of strategies that support climate
resilience, SCAG has invited expert speakers on the topics of water resilience, sustainable
development, nature-based solutions, and natural and agricultural resource preservation.

BACKGROUND:

Connect SoCal 2024, the 2024 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
(RTP/SCS), is being developed with guidance from policymakers in anticipation of an April 2024
adoption date. With guidance from the Connect SoCal 2024 Subcommittees as well as the Joint
Policy Committees and Regional Council, the Connect SoCal 2024 Policy Development Framework
has been updated for further review by SCAG’s Board.

To help inform discussion on the development of strategies to support climate resilience for
communities and the environment in particular, SCAG has invited expert speakers from the World
Resources Institute, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) District #9, and the
Metropolitan Water District (MWD) to present on water resilience, nature-based solutions, and the
benefits of conserving and restoring the region’s natural and agricultural resources. Connect SoCal
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2024’s draft Goals relating to communities and the environment will be presented to Regional
Council in July 2024, and are included here:

Communities: Develop, connect, and sustain communities that are livable and thriving.

Reinforce vibrant, human-centered communities in urban, suburban, and rural settings to
increase mobility options and reduce travel distances.

Produce and preserve a diversity of housing types to improve affordability, accessibility, and
choices for all.

Foster inclusive communities free from barriers that restrict access to opportunity, and
actively seek to reduce racial and economic disparities.

Environment: Create a healthy region for the people of today and tomorrow.

Develop communities that are resilient and can mitigate, adapt to, and respond to chronic
and acute stressors and disruptions, such as climate change.

Integrate the region’s development pattern and transportation network to improve air
quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and enable more sustainable use of energy and
water.

Conserve and restore the region’s natural and agricultural resources.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Work for this effort is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Overall Work Program (OWP) under
project 065-4092.01 (Adaptation Analysis).
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Southern California Association of Governments
July 6, 2023
To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

Regional Council (RC) APPROVAL

From: Ryan Wolfe, Manager for Sustainable and Resilient Development .-
(213) 630-1527, wolfe@scag.ca.gov A(G\ S
Subject: Climate Action Resolution Quarterly Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:
Information Only — No Action Required

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:
Receive and File

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On January 7, 2021, the Regional Council (RC) adopted the Climate Change Action Resolution
(Resolution 21-628-1) affirming a climate change crisis in Southern California and called on SCAG
and other local and regional partners to join together to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
improve regional resilience, and reduce hazards from a changing climate (the “Resolution”). The
RC’s action aims to promote climate adaptation, mitigation and resilience in support of the 197
jurisdictions in Southern California and the 19 million residents who call the SCAG region home.
This report provides an update on the agency’s progress in implementing the Resolution since the
last quarterly update in January 2023.

BACKGROUND:

Since the adoption of Resolution 21-628-1 on January 7, 2021, SCAG has pursued a number
of activities to reduce hazards from climate change and strengthen the resilience of the SCAG
region. These actions emphasize adaptation to emerging climate-related hazards, conservation of
natural lands and essential resources, mitigation of GHG emissions to reduce the impacts to the
region from a changing climate, and the need to strengthen partnerships amongst local
governments. Furthermore, Resolution 21-628-1 advances several goals, policies, and key
connections from Connect SoCal 2020 and will help support development of Connect SoCal 2024.
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Over the last two years, SCAG has been working to:

e Develop aregional resilience framework to help the region plan and prepare for a
changing climate and other potential near- and long-term disruptions to
Southern California;

e |Initiate aregional climate planning network that will provide technical assistance for
local climate adaptation and mitigation initiatives;

e Provide resource support and technical assistance for local jurisdictions to
integrate climate planning in their local planning activities;

e Initiate a Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) as described in the Connect
SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR);

e Develop a work plan to advance the Accelerated Electrification strategy envisioned
in Connect SoCal;

e Evaluate the economic and job creation benefits of climate adaptation and mitigation
practices for inclusion in regional planning efforts; and

e Develop climate adaptation and mitigation analysis and strategies for the 2024
Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS).

SCAG continues to develop programs and outreach strategies to support near-term adaptation to
address regionally significant climate vulnerabilities and long-term regional resilience planning.

Regional Resilience Framework

In June 2022, SCAG kicked off the Regional Resilience Framework project to explore the potential
degree of disruption to the region that could result from land-based, atmospheric, public health and
geologic natural hazards. Since the last update in January, the project has completed initial
outreach and engagement with local partners, including a selection of community-based
organizations and one tribal nation, and is in the early stages of the scenario planning phase.
Engagement with local and community partners informs how resilience is approached and defined
at the local or community level and carries into the development of multiple planning scenarios for
the SCAG region. Through collaboration with jurisdictions, subregional and regional partners, the
scenario planning process will evaluate how the region could fare in the face of various shocks and
stressors under current and potentially extreme conditions in the future (e.g. ongoing perpetual
drought through 2035). Initial findings from the scenario planning exercise will inform resilience
policies and strategies in future Connect SoCal efforts.

Regional Climate Planning Network

Since the adoption of Resolution 21-628-1, SCAG continues to engage with and learn from existing
climate networks, such as the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative (LARC), Central Coast Climate
Collaborative (4C), Inland Southern California Climate Collaborative (ISC3), and other climate
planning networks across the Southern California region. Through participation in various climate
planning networks across both Southern California and statewide, SCAG continues to share grant
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information, provide support for grant applications from regional entities, offer technical assistance
and data for shareholders, and research best practices and strategies to encourage a coordinated
regional approach to climate planning.

SCAG recently hosted regional stakeholders at the joint meeting of the Sustainable & Resilient
Communities and Natural & Farm Lands Conservation Regional Planning Working Groups on
February 16, 2023. During this session, SCAG staff provided updates and sought feedback on
potential approaches for Connect SoCal 2024 and its corresponding PEIR, the Regional Resilience
Framework, recommendations from the Resilience & Conservation Special Subcommittee, next
steps for the SoCal Greenprint Technical Advisory Committee, as well as upcoming grant
opportunities at the state and federal levels. This regular session functions as a forum for SCAG staff
to engage local jurisdictions, county transportation commissions, partner agencies, community-
based organizations, for-profit entities, and universities in the development and implementation of
plans and policies to advance the region’s mobility, economy, and sustainability.

Regional Advance Mitigation Planning (RAMP)

As the conservation and management of natural and farm lands serves as an important strategy to
mitigate climate change-inducing GHG emissions and support resource resilience through
groundwater recharge, the Regional Council approved SCAG’s Regional Advance Mitigation Policy
Framework (RAMP) in February, 2023. This action further defines SCAG’s efforts to establish a new
Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) initiative to preserve habitat, consistent with
Connect SoCal 2020 and its corresponding PEIR. Overall, SCAG’s RAMP effort can supplement
regional conservation and mitigation banks to offset impacts of transportation and other
development projects. This action directs the creation of the Greenprint Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) to ensure the future SoCal Greenprint tool is aligned with policy objectives
identified in the framework. Recruitment for the TAC began in March, with letters to agencies and
organizations asking for nominations, as well as outreach to SCAG’s advisory groups to help spread
the word. The TAC will convene in summer 2023 and will advise staff on the development of SoCal
Greenprint — a tool to help stakeholders make early and informed decisions about infrastructure,
growth and conservation, and to mitigate the environmental impacts of Connect SoCal 2020, the
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Accelerated Electrification

Looking further into opportunities for climate mitigation, staff have been working to advance the
Accelerated Electrification strategy adopted in Connect SoCal 2020 to provide a holistic and
coordinated approach to decarbonizing or electrifying passenger vehicles, transit, and goods
movement vehicles and exceed benefits achieved through state mandates alone. Within the first
year subsequent to the adoption of Resolution 21-628-1, staff developed an Accelerated
Electrification Key Connection Workplan in April 2021. Within the second year of Resolution 21-628-
1, SCAG has continued to explore electric vehicle charging station best practices and held listening
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sessions with local jurisdictionsto address barriers and opportunities for electric vehicle
charging infrastructure.

In February 2023, SCAG completed a regionwide electric vehicle site suitability analysis and
identified potential locations for electric vehicle charging station sites. The results of this analysis
will be used to update the Plug-in Electric Vehicle (PEV) Atlas, an online tool where cities and
developers across the region can look to see the scored potential for a site to host EV charging
stations. SCAG also hosts an active Clean Cities Coalition, which leverages Department of Energy
(DOE) resources to provide technical assistance and outreach about clean technology across the
region. In January 2023, SCAG initiated a study to create a regional roadmap for zero emission
medium and heavy-duty trucking in the region and this is expected to be an 18-month effort. SCAG
continues to provide technical assistance and information about zero emission transportation
throughout the region to support the vision for zero emission transportation that was adopted in
Connect SoCal 2020.

Inclusive Economic Recovery Strateqy (IERS)

With support from Senator Susan Rubio, SCAG was awarded $3.5 million in one-time grant funding
through AB 129 (“Inclusive Economic Growth Grant”). The funding is to implement several core
recommendations developed in the Inclusive Economic Recovery Strategy (IERS), which was
adopted by the Regional Council (RC) on July 1, 2021. The grant funding is being implemented
through an agreement with the California Workforce Development Board and the period of
performance is 2022-2024. This project has five study areas and deliverables: (1) Supporting
expansion of the number of, and access to, middle wage jobs, (2) strengthening supply chains and
access to contracting opportunities for small, minority- and woman-owned businesses, (3)
developing recommendations for expanding construction apprenticeships and training, (4)
providing regional economic data, and (5) addressing human capital needs. In April 2022, SCAG
kicked-off work on the Inclusive Economic Growth Grant with project development underway. Staff
expects to complete this work in 2024.

Staff continues to monitor progress of the statewide Community Economic Resiliency Funding
program (CERF). The CERF program has awarded subregional collaboratives $5 million in planning
grants to develop a comprehensive roadmap, including pilot projects and programs, that will
support the transition away from a fossil-fuel based economy to a green economy, and supporting
high road jobs in that process.

Resilience & Conservation Special Subcommittee for Connect SoCal 2024

Three special Regional Council subcommittees were created to dive deeper into key issues areas for
Connect SoCal 2024: Next Generation Infrastructure, Resilience and Conservation, and Racial Equity
and Regional Planning. Each subcommittee met 4-5 times between September 2022 and February
2023 to identify recommendations that will inform how these emerging issues are addressed in
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Connect SoCal 2024. These meetings featured subject matter expert presentations and guest
panelists to share insights on the relative topic areas, followed by robust discussions amongst the
subcommittee members. Led by Hon. Kathleen Kelly and Vice-Chair Hon. Margaret Clark, the goal of
the Resilience & Conservation Special Subcommittee was to advance the direction set in the SCAG
Regional Council Resolution on Climate Change Action (No. 21-628-1) and Water Action (No. 22-
647-3) to consider opportunities for enhanced resilience and resource conservation, and develop
recommendations on how Connect SoCal can support our communities in adapting to changing
conditions or mitigating risks to become more resilient.

As presented at the March 2, 2023 Special Joint Meeting of SCAG’s Policy Committees, the
Subcommittee recommended the following considerations for the development of Connect SoCal
2024

o Define Resilience: The capacity of the SCAG region's built, social, economic and natural
systems to anticipate and effectively respond to changing conditions, acute shocks, and
chronic stressors by creating multiple opportunities for a sustainable, thriving and equitable
future;

e Prioritize the most vulnerable populations and communities subject to climate hazards:
Help the people, places, and infrastructure that are most at risk for climate change impacts,
recognizing that disadvantaged communities are often overburdened;

e Build strong partnerships: Coordinate across multiple sectors, scales, and stakeholders to
ensure all people have access to the fundamental physical, health, and social benefits of our
natural and built systems;

e Apply ecosystem-based approaches: Incorporate ecosystem resilience, protection of
ecosystem services, and sustainable resource management; and,

e Maximize mutual benefits: Support resilience and conservation initiatives across built,
social, economic, and natural systems, such as disaster preparedness, to ensure synergies
across systems and reduce/avoid impacts of maladaptation.

With this direction, SCAG staff are developing policies and implementation strategies to address
climate adaptation and mitigation, which will be further considered by the Energy & Environment
Policy Committee and Regional Council for inclusion in Connect SoCal 2024 later this calendar year.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Work for this effort is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Overall Work Program (OWP) under
project 065-4092.01 (Adaptation Analysis) and 290.4919.01 (Regional Advanced Mitigation Program
Development.

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. Jul23_Climate_Action_Resolution_Quarterly_Update
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June 2023

Estolano

SCAG Connect SoCal 2024
Community Partner Program
Feedback Summary Memo

. INTRODUCTION

As part of the Connect SoCal 2024 development process, the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) implemented its second round of the Connect SoCal Community
Partners Program to engage diverse communities across Southern California. The Community
Partnership Program outreach focused on the core Connect SoCal topic areas — mobility,
communities, economy, environment, and equity and resilience — with the intent of capturing key
priorities from populations that have historically been underrepresented in formal planning
processes.

On behalf of SCAG, Estolano Advisors initiated the Community Partners Program in early
February 2023 through an open solicitation process that was shared with SCAG’s non-profit and
community-based organization contact lists. Drawing from previous grassroots outreach
processes and best practices cited in the 2022 Public Participation Plan, SCAG and Estolano
Advisors contracted with 15 community-based organizations (Community Partners) with a
demonstrated history of engaging target populations and geographies across the six-county
region. Target populations included: (1) children and youth, (2) individuals with access and
functional needs, (3) low-income communities of color, (4) older adults or retired persons, (5)
populations with limited English proficiency, and (6) women and female-headed households.
Geographically, Community Partners represented constituents from Torrance to Imperial and
Ventura to Southern Orange County. While the mission and work of each organization is varied,
they shared a common commitment to creating a more equitable, resilient, accessible, and
affordable Southern California. A short summary of the mission and outreach activities
conducted by each organization is provided in Section IV of this report.

In alignment with SCAG’s Racial Equity Early Action Plan, the Connect SoCal Community
Partnership Program is a continuation of SCAG’s commitment to fostering partnerships with
community-based organizations, receiving direct feedback from historically underrepresented
populations, and moving towards community ownership of planning processes. This partnership
model acknowledges the contributions of grassroots organizations that regularly engage
residents who are often subject to negative outcomes from existing land use patterns and
transportation policies. This report outlines key priorities and local challenges raised by these
communities for SCAG’s consideration as the Connect SoCal 2024 goals and strategies are
developed.

Page 1 of 20
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Il. KEY TAKEAWAYS

Community Partners conducted a variety of engagement activities to increase participation and
solicit feedback from residents on Connect SoCal topics. From mid-April to late May 2023,
Community Partners held nineteen (19) Connect SoCal presentations at existing meetings or
events and organized eleven (11) stand-alone Connect SoCal convenings using multilingual
presentation materials and feedback collection templates co-developed by SCAG, Peacock
Sinning, and Estolano Advisors. Community Partners also conducted in-person and digital
outreach to drive attendance to SCAG’s existing Open House workshops and encourage survey
participation. In total, Community Partners from across the region collected more than 500
surveys.

Community Partners collected feedback through presentations and convenings that responded
to the draft Connect SoCal goal priorities provided by SCAG and the consultant team at the start
of the engagement process and listed in Section Il of this report. Overall, community members
agreed with the general direction and intent proposed in each Connect SoCal topic but offered
more nuanced viewpoints, priorities, and concerns based on their experiences. Many
communities raised transportation safety and accessibility, housing quality and
affordability, environmental health, and high-quality job creation and small business
retention as key priorities for Connect SoCal 2024.

Key takeaways that emerged from the community engagement process are summarized below:

1. Limited transportation options and the housing affordability crisis are affecting
guality of life issues across the region, particularly in historically disinvested
areas. For every Connect SoCal topic, community members voiced concerns about
transit safety, accessibility, and high housing costs. Feedback from neighborhoods
served by LA Metro agreed that more affordable housing should be built adjacent to
transit stations, while communities outside LA advocated for more frequent and diverse
transit services (fixed bus route, paratransit, bike share, etc.). Many felt that these
investments could help reduce the unhoused population and increase access to quality
jobs and other destinations without increasing car dependency. The strategies proposed
in Connect SoCal should address existing disparities across mobility and housing issues
and present concrete solutions that prioritize vulnerable communities.

2. Improvements in infrastructure and amenities should be coupled with direct
benefits and protections for residents and small businesses at risk of
displacement. Citing increasing costs and ongoing environmental harms, several
communities called for holistic investment strategies that cut across Connect SoCal
topics. Example co-benefits community members shared were low-to-no cost transit
fares for key populations, rent control measures, and support for small businesses,
including street vendors. Others advocated for prioritizing climate infrastructure
improvements, such as electric vehicle charging stations and building electrification, and
subsequent high-quality job opportunities in historically disinvested communities.
Connect SoCal should recognize the challenges and opportunities for advancing its

Page 2 of 20
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goals and promote anti-displacement strategies that prevent further harm to vulnerable
populations.

While community members appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback on
Connect SoCal, many want concrete strategies with performance metrics
incorporated into the plan along with more frequent engagement with SCAG.
Several residents raised the importance of ongoing touchpoints and requested updates
on Connect SoCal’s implementation. Many shared mechanisms for future engagement,
such as short check-in surveys, neighborhood visits from SCAG officials, and the
formation of a community roundtable, to name a few. To encourage transparency and
trust with communities, some residents recommended community performance metrics
that track Connect SoCal’s progress, such as health conditions and conservation efforts.
SCAG should explore options for maintaining communication with Community Partners
and residents beyond the final plan adoption.

lll. SUMMARY FEEDBACK BY GOAL TOPIC

A. Mobility - Build and maintain a robust transportation network.

Draft Goal priorities:

1) Create more connections across travel modes;
2) Increase reliable, accessible, affordable, and quality travel options;
3) Increase opportunities to walk, bike, or take transit.

Community Priorities:

Communities across the SCAG region emphasized safety concerns for bicyclists and
pedestrians and called for infrastructure that promotes alternative modes of transportation rather
than vehicles.

Pedestrian Safety: Community members highlighted the dangers of abandoned
scooters and speeding scooters on sidewalks, the necessity of well-paved and well-
maintained streets (especially for wheelchair users), the need for brighter lights near bus
stops, and the need for more crossing guards.

Alternative modes of transportation: Community members suggested strategies for
promoting car alternatives, including funding a mix of transit options—such as buses,
trains, streetcars, pedi-cabs, and paratransit—and better first- and last-mile options.
Participants also want to see prioritization for bus- and bike-only lanes over car lanes
and more transit stations. Community members added that transit and other modes
should connect residents to more destinations through longer bus routes, for example.
Community Partners in Orange County, in particular, want better connections between

central Orange County and other counties in the region through more rail infrastructure.
2

1 Santa Ana Active Streets
20range County Environmental Justice Education Fund
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= Parking and affordable electric vehicle charging: Some participants raised the need
for more neighborhood parking and more places to affordably charge electric vehicles,
especially for low-income communities.

= More reliable transit: Community members expressed that more frequent, better-
maintained, faster, and more reliable transit is needed since many residents rely on
transit. One Community Partner also noted that increased reliability would incentivize
greater public utilization of transit services. Another Community Partner that serves the
disabled community shared that paratransit services are not reliable and needs vast
improvements.

= Accessible and affordable transportation: Community members emphasized the
importance of accessible and affordable transit for all members of the public, with some
participants also advocating for discounted or free transit ridership to seniors, children,
and low-income individuals.
Changes to land use to support reduced vehicle miles traveled: One group of
participants recommended changing planning and zoning regulations to allow people to
live closer to where they work, reducing the need for travel.

Participants also suggested that SCAG learn from other cities around the world that have
successfully implemented sustainable transportation models.

Challenges for Implementation at Local Level:

Several challenges for implementation at the local level surfaced in discussion with community
members. Participants expressed opposition to policy solutions that center cars and car-
accommodating infrastructure over public transit. One group highlighted how subsidizing electric
vehicles and self-driving cars incentivizes driving and fails to address the problems with cars like
traffic, air pollution, and the danger they pose to other drivers, pedestrians, and bikers. Rather
than use public funds to build new highways or car infrastructure, local governments could offer
subsidies for electric bicycles or remodel existing highway systems to support more bus and rail.
These participants recommended more events like CicLAvia, where streets are closed to car
access, as opportunities to promote safe, healthy, and environmentally friendly mobility.®

Concerns with the safety and accessibility of public transit were echoed across feedback
sessions, with several participants noting barriers including the cost of fares, poorly maintained
escalators and elevators at Metro stations, low Metro ridership, and unsafe bus shelter
locations. Challenges with Uber and Lyft dominating the rideshare industry were discussed as
well as suggestions for local governments to start their own city rideshare programs.
Participants discussed the dangers of shared bike lanes and how separating car traffic from
other transportation modes would be safer. Other feedback revolved around a lack of trust in
requirements for electric vehicle incentives which could prevent community buy-in for
implementation.

3 Los Angeles Ecovillage Institute
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B. Communities — Develop, connect, and sustain communities that
are livable and thriving.

Draft Goal priorities:
1) Improve access to transit and jobs;
2) Integrate a regional development pattern with the transportation network;
3) Meet regional housing needs.

Community Priorities:

Throughout feedback sharing sessions, participants circulated ideas and priorities for livable
and thriving communities.

= Engagement: Community members overwhelmingly agreed on the importance of their
involvement and opportunity to provide future input regarding Connect SoCal. In
particular, youth participants asserted their desire to be involved in community
improvement strategies and have access to resources and opportunities.*

= Quality and affordable housing: Access to amenities, especially quality and affordable
housing during a housing crisis, was another priority that emerged among community
participants. Residents shared concern with the number of people who are unhoused in
the region and suggested that providing housing, specifically multi-family and dense
housing, would result in safer sidewalks and transit facilities. Instead of promoting the
building of new housing, participants supported infill infrastructure as a strategy to
revitalize vacant buildings while also discouraging exurban development in conservation
areas. Residents in multiple engagements called for mandating rent-controlled housing,
particularly near transportation nodes, as a key affordable housing preservation strategy.

= Amenities near housing: Residents also expressed a preference for more parks and
grocery stores near housing. One group suggested structuring development patterns in
the SCAG region around small community hubs that are accessible by walking, biking,
or rail.

= Clean and safe streets: From tidying street litter to reducing the prevalence of liquor
and other substances in disinvested zip codes, residents felt their communities would
benefit from safer and cleaner streets.®

Challenges for Implementation at Local Level:

Community Partners shared that community members wanted to see more alignment of local
and regional mitigation initiatives, including connecting non-profit conservation efforts, the
State’s 30x30 commitment, and Connect SoCal; connecting the Regional Transportation Plan
and Sustainable Communities Strategy to local efforts to implement Climate Action and
Adaptation Plans; and other concrete connections between implemented policies and
overarching Connect SoCal goals. Community members discussed a lack of trust in SCAG and
skepticism around its effectiveness, source of funds, and lack of prior community involvement.
Residents would like to see SCAG representatives and local officials visit their communities and
see areas of concern first-hand. To receive ongoing feedback, SCAG could have a comment

4 Strategic Action for a Just Economy, Central City Neighborhood Partners
5 Latino Health Access, Central City Neighborhood Partners
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